ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

HEALTH  OF  THE  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT, 

For  the  Year  1893. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 

A  uthority. 

GenTeemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  in  the  }^ear  1893.  It  contains  tabular  state¬ 
ments  of  the  sickness  and  mortalit}^  within  the  District, 
and  gives  an  account  of  adtion  taken  and  progress  made 
during  the  year,  and  of  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  District 
generally  at  the  end  of  the  year,  as  directed  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 


1.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  population  of  the  District 
numbered  30,124  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  being  an  in¬ 
crease  of  160  over  that  of  the  same  date  in  1892.  The 
natural  increase  of  population  measured  by  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  was  342. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  contains 
87,599  acres.  The  average  population  to  the  acre  is  0*34, 
or  one  person  to  2*9  acres. 

The  births  registered  numbered  783,  of  which  44  were 
illegitimate.  Of  the  children  born  41 1  were  boys  and 
372  girls.  There  were  28  illegitimate  boys  and  16  illegiti¬ 
mate  girls. 

The  births  and  deaths  in  each  quarter  were  as  follows  : 

Births.  Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1st  quarter 

97 

98 

195 

56 

53 

109 

2nd  ,, 

90 

95 

185 

67 

45 

1 12 

3rd  » 

124 

9i 

215 

56 

4i 

97 

4th  „ 

100 

88 

188 

61 

62 

123 

411 

372 

783 

240 

201 

441 
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Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate. 


Mean  Birth-rate 
and  Death-rate 
in  ten  years. 


Birth-rate  and 
Death-rate  in 
England  and 
Wales. 


Comparison  of 
the  Birth-rate 
and  Death-rate 
in  the  I .  W. 
B,nral  Sanitary 
District  with 
those  of  England 
and  AVales. 


In  1893  the  birth-rate  was  equal  to  25^9  and  the  death- 
rate  to  14/6  per  1,000  living.  70  persons  died  within  the 
District  among  temporary  residents,  and  if  these  deaths 
be  deducted  the  death-rate  was  12*3  per  1,000  living. 
The  birth-rate  was  1*2  higher  than  in  1892,  and  the  death- 
rate  was  37  lower  than  the  very  high  death-rate  of  that 
year,  which  was  the  highest  death-rate  in  ten  years. 

The  mean  annual  birth-rate  in  the  ten  3rears  1883-92 
was  26’9  per  1,000  living,  and  the  mean  annual  death- 
rate  was  15*9  per  1,000  living.  Comparing  these  mean 
rates  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  with 
the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  in  that  District  in  the  year 
1893,  we  fhid  the  birth-rate  in  the  )7ear  under  review  was 
i*o,  and  the  death-rate  was  1*3  below  the  mean. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1893  was  30*8 
per  1,000  population,  which,  although  slightly  higher 
than  the  birth-rate  in  the  previous  year,  was  3*4  per  cent, 
below  the  average  in  the  ten  years  1883-92.  The  death- 
rate,  which  had  been  18*2,  19*5,  20*2,  and  19*0  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  four  years,  was  19*2  per  1,000  last  year,  corres¬ 
ponding  with  the  mean  rate  in  the  ten  years  1883-92. 
The  death-rate  in  Country  Districts,  that  is  to  say  that 
part  of  the  country  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Urban 
Sanitary  Districts,  was  17*4  per  1,000  living.  The  mean 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  ten  years  1883-92  in  the  Extra 
Urban  Districts  was  17 ‘6. 


I11  1893,  the  birth-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sani¬ 
tary  District  was  4*8  below  the  birth-rate  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  8*3  below  the  mean  birth-rate  in  the  ten  years 
1883-92.  The  death  rate  was  4*6  below  the  death-rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  or,  deducting  the  deaths  which 
occurred  among  persons  not  permanently  resident  in  the 
District,  6-9  below  the  general  death-rate.  Compared 
with  the  death-rate  in  the  Country  Districts  of  England 
and  Wales,  the  death-rate  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural 
Sanitary  District  was  2-8  below  the  country  death-rate  of 
the  kingdom,  or,  deducting  the  deaths  which  occurred 
among  temporary  residents,  5*1  below  it.  The  death-rate 
in  1893  was  3*0  below  the  mean  death-rate  in  the  Country 
Districts  of  the  ten  years  1883-92,  and  5-3  below  it  if  the 
deaths  among  strangers  be  deducted.  As  compared  with 
the  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  and  with  that  in 
small  towns  and  country  parishes,  the  death  rate  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  during  the  past 
eleven  years  was  as  follows  : — 
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England  and  Wales.  Rural  Districts. 


1883 

4*3 

below  the  average. 

2*5  below  the  average. 

1884 

5*9 

99 

3*7 

1885 

3*6 

9  9 

2-1 

1886 

3*6 

9  9 

2.1 

1 887 

2-9 

9  9 

i-3 

1888 

o*5 

9  9 

0.6  above  the  average. 

1889 

i*4 

9  9 

0.2 

1890 

4*i 

9  9 

2.4  below  the  average. 

1891 

3*7 

99 

2.0 

1892 

07 

9  9 

0.2  above  the  average. 

1893 

4-6 

9  9 

2.8  below  the  average. 

7*9  male  and  6‘6  female  persons  died  in  each  1,000  of  ^Iale,an^ 
the  population  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Rate!6 
District  in  1893. 

The  441  registered  deaths  included  those  of  62  infants  infant  mortality, 
under  one  year  of  age.  The  proportion  of  deaths  under 
one  year  of  age  to  registered  births  was  79  per  1,000.  In 
the  eight  previous  years  it  was  79,  108,  87,  73,  89,  85,  and 
143  per  1,000.  The  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age  to  registered  births  in  England  and  Wales  was 
159,  the  mean  proportion  in  the  previous  ten  years  1883- 
92  having  been  144.  97  children,  or  21-9  per  cent,  of  the 

deaths,  died  under  five  years  ;  and  35  children,  or  7-9  per 
cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  between  one  and  five  years  of 
age.  233  persons,  or  52*8  of  the  deaths,  died  between  one 
year  and  65. 

146  persons,  or  33*1  per  cent,  of  the  deaths,  died  Mortality  of  the 
at  65  and  upwards,  of  whom  33  were  between  65  and  aged‘ 

70  ;  45  between  70  and  80  ;  28  between  80  and  90  ;  and  6 
were  over  90.  The  greatest  age  at  death  registered  was 
96.  Three  persons  died  at  this  age,  one  of  whom  was  a 
retired  builder  at  Whippingham,  another  the  widow  of  a 
labourer  at  Brading,  and  the  third  a  widow  at  Yarmouth. 

Two  farmers  died  at  94,  one  lived  at  Bembridge,  the 
other,  a  widow,  at  Billingham. 

70  deaths  occurred  in  the  District  among  persons  who  Deaths  of  stran- 
did  not  belong  to  it.  Of  these,  38  died  in  the  Work-  gg®r^tthe 
house,  they  having  been  permanently  resident  in  the 
Island,  but  not  in  the  District;  31  died  in  the  Hospital 
for  Consumption,  of  whom  30  died  of  phthisis;  and  the 
body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  sea  off  Brook. 

Different  forms  of  violence  caused  25  deaths.  Of  these  Deaths  from 
2  were  from  drowning,  one  above  named,  the  other  while  vlolence’ 
bathing  at  Shalfleet.  3  deaths  were  caused  by  burns,  2 
by  the  overturning  of  paraffin  lamps  and  one  by  falling 
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Mortality  from 
certain  diseases. 
Zymotic  diseases 


Zymotic  Death- 
rate. 


Phthisis. 


into  a  bonfire  at  Yarmouth.  Falls  were  the  occasion  of  6 
deaths,  one  from  a  cart,  one  from  a  load  of  hay,  one  from 
a  loft,  one  from  a  ladder,  one  from  a  horse,  and  one  from 
the  Culver  Cliff.  A  tree  fell  upon  one  man,  another  was 
dragged  along  the  ground  by  a  horse,  the  life-boat  ran 
over  a  third,  and  a  woman  died  from  the  kick  of  a  cow. 
5  persons  were  suffocated,  one  in  bed  during  a  fit  of 
epilepsy,  and  4  in  a  well  in  the  Gault  at  Shanklin.  4 
persons  destroyed  themselves,  3  by  hanging  and  one  by 
throwing  herself  from  a  window.  And  an  infant’s  body 
was  found  in  Binstead  Copse.  The  deaths  by  violence 
were  equal  to  5-6  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths,  and  to  a  rate 
of  0*83  per  1,000  of  the  population  of  the  District.  The 
deaths  by  violence  in  England  and  Wales  were  equal  to 
a  rate  of  o'63  per  1,000.  The  mean  percentage  of  deaths 
from  violence  in  your  District  during  the  ten  years 
1883-92  was  3*i. 

The  441  deaths  from  all  causes  included  : — 


attributed  to  scarlatina 
,,  diphtheria 

,,  membraneous  croup 

,,  enteric  fever 

,,  puerperal  fever 

,,  erysipelas 

,,  measles 

,,  whooping  cough 

,,  diarrhoea 


25 

The  25  deaths  attributed  to  these  principal  zymotic 
diseases  were  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  0*82  per  1,000 
living,  and  to  a  percentage  of  5*66  of  the  deaths  from  all 
causes.  The  zymotic  death  rate  in  the  five  preceding 
years  was  0*42,  i*6,  0*67,  1*64,  and  1-43  per  1,000  respect¬ 
ively.  The  deaths  attributed  to  these  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  England  and  Wales  corresponded  to  a  rate  of 
2’47  per  1,000  population,  against  1-90  and  2*00  per  1,000 
in  the  preceding  two  years.  The  average  annual  death- 
rate  from  zymotic  diseases  in  England  and  Wales  during 
the  last  decennium,  1881-90,  was  2-30  per  thousand, 
against  3*95,  4*15,  and  3*38  per  1,000  respectively  in  the 
three  decennia  comprised  in  the  period  1851-80. 

The  deaths  registered  from  phthisis  were  66.  30  per¬ 

sons,  all  of  whom  were  strangers  to  the  Island,  died  from 
this  disease  in  the  Royal  National  Hospital  for  Consump¬ 
tion,  and  5  of  the  deaths  from  phthisis  in  the  Workhouse 
occurred  among  Isle  of  Wight  people  who  were  not 
inhabitants  of  the  District.  The  death-rate  from  phthisis 
was  equal  to  2*19  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1893,  or> 
deducting  the  deaths  from  phthisis  among  strangers,  1  *02 
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per  1,000.  The  percentage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  to  all 
the  deaths  was  14*96,  or,  excluding  the  deaths  among 
strangers,  7*02.  In  1893,  8*6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths 
among  Isle  of  Wight  people  were  from  consumption. 

The  mean  percentage  of  deaths  from  phthisis  in  Bn  gland 
and  Wales  to  all  the  deaths  was  9-3. 

61  persons,  7  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  Lung  diseases, 
died  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  or  pleurisy.  The 
deaths  from  these  forms  of  lung  disease  were  equal  to  a 
death-rate  of  2-02  per  1,000.  The  mean  death-rate  in 
pulmonary  affections  in  Ku gland  and  Wales  is  3*3  per 
1,000. 

33  persons,  5  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  the  District,  Heart  Disease, 
died  from  heart  disease.  The  deaths  from  heart  disease 
were  equal  to  a  rate  of  1*09  per  1,000.  The  mean  death- 
rate  from  heart  disease  in  England  and  Wales  is  1*3  per 
1,000. 

Cancer  caused  17  deaths.  3*8  per  cent  of  the  deaths  Cancer, 
among  the  people  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  who  died  in  your 
District  in  1893,  were  due  to  cancer.  The  mean  per¬ 
centage  of  deaths  from  cancer  to  all  the  deaths  in 
England  and  Wales  is  27. 

16  deaths — 3-6  percent  of  the  deaths — -occurred  from  scrofula, 
certain  scrofulous  diseases.  The  mean  percentage  of 
deaths  from  scrofula  in  England  and  Wales  is  3-6. 

15  deaths  from  influenza  were  registered.  Influenza. 

1 19  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  Notified  diseases, 
year,  equal  to  3*95  per  1,000  of  the  population.  They 
included  3  cases  of  smallpox,  72  of  scarlatina,  10  of 
diphtheria,  4  of  membraneous  croup,  1 1  of  enteric  fever, 

1  of  puerperal  fever,  and  18  of  erysipelas. 


(A)  Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1893,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  Distric 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Statistics; 
public  institutions  being  shown  as 
separate  localities. 

0-) 

Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

(*••) 

Scarlatina.  ts 

At  all  Ages. 

^  Under  1  year. 

16 

Ph 

0) 

rO 

G 

G 

G 

o3 

W 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

id 

CD 

Fh 

q; 

£ 

G 

£ 

c3 

10 

<N 

Cf-) 

W 

rH 

p-l 

G 

£ 

<3 

iO 

( h. ) 

1 

H 

0 

s 

m 

Newport. 

44 

2 

5 

3 

1 

15 

18 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Workhouse. 

58 

1 

3 

2 

1 

20 

31 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

1 

1 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Parkhurst  Prison. 

18 

18 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Cowes. 

24 

2 

2 

3 

9 

8 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Hyde. 

84 

10 

4 

1 

1 

8 

10 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Brading. 

63 

8 

6 

4 

3 

22 

20 

Under  5 

] 

5  upwds. 

Godsiiill. 

83 

17 

9 

5 

3 

20 

29 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Royal 

National  Hospital  for 
Consumption. 

81 

11 

20 

U  nder  5 

5  upwds. 

Calbourne. 

85 

22 

5 

3 

2 

23 

30 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Totals . 

441 

62 

35 

18 

25 

155 

146 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

The  subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into  account  in  judging  of  the  above  records  of  mortality. 

Deaths  occurring  outside  the 
District  among  persons  belong¬ 
ing  thereto. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Deaths  occurring  within  the 
District  among  persons  not  be¬ 
longing  thereto. 

70 

1 

3 

2 

13 

35 

16 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

■ 


he  Isle  of  Wight,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  &  Localities. 


Mortality 

FROM  SUBJOINED 

Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of 

Age. 

4 

5 
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7 

8  1 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
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CO 
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r~  H 

CD 
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CJj 

S  E 

fX  or. 

c  -5 

O  c 
^  O 

Diarrhoea  an 
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<1 
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All  other 

Diseases. 
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3 

1 
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1 
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37 

1 

3 

4 

8 

6 

5 

3 
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1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

7 

18 

1 

o 

O 

4 

1 

1 

6 

4 

8 

20 

1 

4 

1 

8 

14 

1 

3 

5 

1 

10 

20 

1 

3 

10 

15 

1 

i 

4 

5 

4 

7 

26 

48  | 
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4 
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26 

2 

1 

7 

4 

5 

1 

35 

57 

30 

1 

31 

r 

1 

2 

3 

6 

15 

27 
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1 

2 

7 

9 

5 

5 

28 

58 

r 

1 

i 

4 

5 

22 

2 

62 

98 

. 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

66 

39 

33 

23 

167 
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1 

3 

4 

35 

6 

5 

3 

17 

66 

(B)  Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectio 
during  the  year  1893,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  the  Isle 


Names  of  Localities  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  these  Statis¬ 
tics  ;  public  institutions  being 
shown  as  separate  iocalites. 

09 

Population  at 
all  Ages. 

ps  Registered  Births. 

Aged 

under 

or 

over  5 

09 

Census 

1891. 

09 

Estimated 

to 

middle 

of 

1893. 

09 

N  EWPORT. 

-0 

152 

Under 

5  upwc 

Workhouse. 

i 

Under 

5  upwc 

Parkhurst  Barracks. 

r 

Under 

5  upwc 

PARKHURST  PRIouN. 

Under 

5  upwc 

Cowes. 

70 

Under 

5  upwc 

Ryde. 

69 

U  nder 

5  upwc 

Brading. 

129 

Under 

5  upwc 

Godshtll. 

177 

Under 

5  upwc 

Calbourne. 

186 

Under 

5  upwd 

Totals . 

29,747 

30,124 

783 

U  nder 

5  upwd 

State  here  whether  “  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ”  is  compulsory  in  t 
Diseases,  insert  in  the  columns  with  blank  headings  the  names  of  any  that  a 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital  used  by  the  sick  of  the  District  .  Mark  (IT)  the  Locali 
is  situated, — No  Insolation  Hospital, 


CNESS,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
ht  :  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


ew  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality,  coming  to 
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:rict. — Yes.  Since  when  ? —  January  1st,  1890.  Besides  the  above-mentioned 
fiable  in  the  District,  and  fill  the  columns  accordingly.  State  here  the  name 
diich  such  Hospital  is  situated;  and  if  not  within  the  District,  state  where  it 
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Zymotic  diseases. 


Small  pox 


Scarlatina. 


2.  THE  SANITARY  HISTORY  OF  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1893  scarlatina  was  the 
only  zymotic  disease  present  in  your  District.  There 
were  three  cases  of  scarlatina  :  one  at  Carisbrooke,  one  at 
Parkhurst  Forest,  and  one  at  Gatcombe.  Thirteen  per¬ 
sons  were  convalescent  from  this  disease  :  one  at  Caris¬ 
brooke,  one  at  Staplers,  two  in  one  family  at  Haylands, 
three  in  one  family  at  Whitwell,  and  five  in  one  family 
at  Suttons,  between  Shorwell  and  Brighstone.  As  the 
year  advanced  cases  of  scarlatma  occurred  at  Carisbrooke, 
Northwood,  Parkhurst,  Blackwater,  Rookley,  Gatcombe, 
Chillerton,  Chale,  Niton,  Godshill,  Whitwell,  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  Wroxall,  Upper  Ventnor,  Lowtherville,  Bonchurch, 
Shanklin,  Lake,  Briddlesford,  Wootton,  Haylands,  Barns¬ 
ley,  Binstead,  Suttons,  and  Totland  Bay.  Cases  of  small¬ 
pox  occurred  at  Lowtherville  and  Newport.  There  were 
cases  of  diphtheria  at  Whippingham,  Rookley,  Godshill, 
Lowtherville,  Ventnor,  Apse  Heath,  Bembridge,  Hay¬ 
lands,  and  Totland  Bay  ;  and  of  membraneous  croup  at 
Lowtherville,  Haylands,  and  Freshwater.  Enteric  fever 
was  present  at  Northwood,  Chessell,  Freshwater,  Niton, 
Lowtherville,  Shanklin,  Brading,  Haylands,  and  Bin- 
stead.  There  was  a  ease  of  puerperal  fever  at  Norton 
Green  and  one  at  Brading ;  and  there  were  cases  of 
idropathic  erysipelas  in  different  parts  of  the  District. 

O11  May  3rd  a  case  of  smallpox  at  Lowtherville  was 
notified.  It  was  that  of  a  woman  who  returned  home 
on  April  14th  after  visiting  an  infeCted  house  at  South¬ 
ampton.  The  symptoms  commenced  on  May  24th  and 
on  May  27th  the  eruption  appeared.  The  patient  was 
removed  to  the  Workhouse  on  May  4th. 

Her  husband  became  ill  in  Ventnor  a  few  days  later 
and  he  was  also  taken  to  the  Workhouse. 

On  May  4th  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  residing  in  New¬ 
port,  disinfedted  the  rooms  at  Lowtherville.  O11  May 
13th  symptoms  commenced  and  on  May  15th  the  erup¬ 
tion  began  to  appear.  He  was  removed  to  the  Work- 
house  011  May  17th. 

O11  May  13th  a  man  who  occupied  rooms  adjoining 
those  infedted  at  Lowtherville  had  symptoms,  and  on 
May  17th  small  pox  spots  began  to  show  on  his  skin. 
On  May  19th  he  was  taken  to  the  workhouse,  as  were  his 
family  and  a  lodger. 

Early  in  January  a  boy  developed  scarlatina  at  Caris¬ 
brooke.  He  had  come  with  his  family  from  Bramley,  near 
Basingstoke,  where  scarlatina  was  epidemic,  and  he  was 
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put  to  sleep  with  an  under-gardener  who  accompanied 
them,  who  had  had  the  disease,  and  who  was  desquamating 
at  the  time. 

In  February  a  case  occurred  in  Castle  Street,  but  no 
connection  with  the  other  case  could  be  traced. 

In  December  a  child  had  scarlatina  at  Froglands,  but 
the  source  of  the  poison  could  not  be  discovered. 

In  January  two  children  were  taken  ill  in  a  family  at 
Garstons,  Gatcombe ,  in  which  there  had  been  a  case  of 
the  disease  in  December,  1892  ;  no  attempt  had  been 
made  to  isolate  the  patient. 

In  September  a  servant  was  ill  with  the  disease  at  a 
house  in  Gatcombe.  A  week  prior  to  the  date  on  which 
symptoms  appeared,  she  had  been  in  the  company  of  a 
girl  from  Ventnor,  in  which  town  scarlatina  was  preva¬ 
lent  at  the  time.  This  patient  visited  a  house  in  Gat¬ 
combe,  nearly  eight  weeks  after  the  rash  appeared  in  her 
case,  on  October  24th,  and  on  November  1st  a  child  she 
kissed  had  sore  throat,  and  next  day  scarlatina  rash 
appeared. 

On  January  4th  a  child  of  4  residing  at  Little  Gilmans, 
an  isolated  house  near  Blackwater,  developed  scarlatina 
rash.  She  had  not  been  from  home  for  several  weeks. 
Her  mother  had  visited  Newport,  where  scarlatina 
prevailed,  and  bread  was  delivered  from  that  town. 
Scarlatina  appeared  in  other  isolated  cottages  at  which 
bread  was  delivered  by  the  same  baker. 

On  January  7th  another  child  in  this  family  had  sore 
throat  followed  by  scarlatina  rash, 

In  the  same  month  a  case  of  doubtful  illness  occurred 
in  a  family  at  Blackwater  mill.  It  was  that  of  a  boy 
attending  Rookley  Schools. 

On  January  14th  an  infant  of  2^  years  in  the  same  family 
developed  scarlatina..  The  first  case  (the  boy’s)  did  not 
apparently  desquamate. 

In  November  a  girl  who  had  not  been  from  home  for 
more  than  a  fortnight  had  scarlatina  at  Birchfield.  Her 
mother  constantly  passed  to  and  fro  between  Black¬ 
water  and  Newport  by  train. 

In  January  there  were  three  cases  of  sore  throat 
associated  in  one  instance  with  fugitive  rash,  notified  as 
scarlatina,  in  a  cottage  in  Highwood  Lane,  Rookley. 
The  children  attended  the  Rookley  Schools.  Throat 
affedtions  unaccompanied  by  rash  were  prevalent  in  the 
Rookley  distridt  at  the  time. 

In  March  a  case  occurred  at  Ramsdown,  Chillerton. 
The  boy  attended  Chillerton  Schools,  but  there  were  no 
other  cases  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  house  is  very 
isolated.  Groceries  were  delivered  from  Newport  and 
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bread  from  Carisbrooke. 

On  April  24th  a  child  attending  the  Wootton  Schools 
had  symptoms  of  scarlatina  at  Palmers,  and  on  May  1st 
a  girl  attending  the  same  school  was  affedted  at  Wootton. 
There  were  cases  of  the  disease  at  the  time  at  East  Cowes, 
and  children  attending  the  Wootton  Schools  had  visited 
an  infedted  family  there. 

On  May  7th  another  child  attending  the  Schools  at 
Wootton  was  taken  ill  at  Wootton  Common. 

O11  July  1st  a  child  attending  the  Sabbath  School  at 
Wootton  Common  developed  scarlatina  at  Eynn  Cross, 
Briddlesford,  and  on  July  3rd  the  rash  appeared  on  an 
infant  of  2. 

O11  July  14th  a  boy  in  this  family  attending  the 
Wootton  Schools,  but  who  had  been  kept  at  home,  had 
the  disease,  and  subsequently  another  child  developed  it. 

On  October  28th  a  child  of  18  months  residing  in 
Beech  Eane,  Wootton  Common,  had  sore  throat  followed 
by  scarlatina  rash.  On  Odtober  21st  its  mother  visited 
an  infedted  house  at  Newport. 

On  August  10th  a  girl  in  one  of  the  officers’  blocks  at 
Parkhurst  Prison ,  had  scarlatina.  She  was  a  pupil  in  a 
school  at  Newport,  and  attended  school  on  August  4th  ; 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  she  was  in  a  crowd  for 
several  hours  at  West  Cowes,  and  on  August  7th  she  was 
present  at  a  Sunday  School  treat. 

In  the  middle  of  February  a  child  of  4  had  a  sore  throat 
and  rash  at  Marks’  Corner,  Northwood.  She  was  not 
medically  attended.  O11  March  2nd  a  girl  in  an  adjoin¬ 
ing  cottage,  a  pupil  at  Northwood  Schools,  had  symptoms 
of  scarlatina,  and  subsequently  her  sister  was  affected. 

In  December  two  girls  residing  at  the  Cement  Mills, 
who  attended  a  private  school  in  Newport,  had  scarlatina. 
There  were  other  cases  in  this  school. 

An  isolated  case  of  the  disease  occurred  at  Chale  in 
April.  On  April  2nd  the  patient  put  on  a  new  Suit  of 
clothes,  brought  from  Newport  on  the  previous  day.  On 
April  7th  he  became  ill,  and  on  April  9th  scarlatina  rash 
appeared. 

At  the  beginning  of  January  a  woman  of  59,  who  had 
assisted  to  nurse  the  children  of  a  neighbour  suffering 
from  scarlatina  at  the  end  of  1892,  had  the  disease  at  Sut- 
tons,  in  the  Brighstone  district. 

On  July  29th  a  girl  of  13  came  on  a  visit  from  Eondon 
to  Godshill.  On  August  6th  she  was  ill,  and  next  day 
scarlatina  rash  appeared. 

On  May  24th  scarlatina  showed  itself  at  No.  13,  Steep- 
hill  Down  Terrace,  Ventnor.  Two  days  previously,  on 
Whit  Monday,  the  family  had  spent  the  day  on  the  beach 
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at  Ventnor,  in  which  town  the  disease  prevailed.  There 
were  a  large  number  of  children  there,  with  some  of 
whom  the  patient  played.  His  mother  was  affected  a 
week  later,  and  on  June  8th  another  child  was  down  with 
the  disease.  The  directions  given  were  not  followed 
and  the  child  first  affected  was  permitted  to  play  in  the 
street,  there  being  scarcely  any  outlet  to  the  houses,  and 
on  June  ioth  another  case  occurred  at  No.  3  in  the  same 
Terrace,  isolation,  most  difficult  in  such  a  small  house, 
being  only  nominal.  A  member  of  the  family  at  No.  3 
collected  soiled  linen  in  Ventnor  for  a  laundress  in  Gill’s 
Cliff  Road.  This  he  did  on  June  19th.  On  the  same  day, 
immediately  after  receiving  and  sorting  the  clothes,  the 
laundress  visited  a  neighbour  and  fondled  her  three 
children.  On  June  25th  they  all  developed  scarlatina 
rash. 

O11  June  27th  a  case  occurred  at  No.  12,  Steephill 
Down  Terrace,  next  the  house  first  infected. 

Early  in  August  a  case  occurred  in  the  house  of  a 
laundress  at  Eowtherville.  She  washed  for  several 
families  in  Ventnor. 

At  the  beginning  of  October  a  case  occurred  in  the 
house  of  a  Ventnor  laundress  at  Bonchurch. 

During  the  first  week  in  July  there  was  a  case  at 
Wroxall.  The  father  of  the  2^-year  old  child  was  a  piano 
tuner  in  Ventnor,  and  he  was  apparently  the  only 
medium  by  which  the  poison  could  have  been  conveyed 
to  the  house. 

About  the  same  time  a  child  of  2,  the  daughter  of  a 
man  of  business  in  Ventnor,  who  had  taken  lodgings 
in  Wroxall,  had  a  rash  and  sore  throat,  and  on  August 
24th  the  scarlatina  rash  appeared  on  her  brother.  Prior 
to  the  first  case  the  family  were  constantly  passing 
between  Shanklin,  Wroxall,  and  Ventnor  by  train. 

On  Sept  ioth  a  boy  of  13  at  St.  Lawrence,  attending  a 
day  school  in  Ventnor,  remained  at  home  with  sore 
throat.  He  returned  to  school  on  Sept.  12th. 

On  Sept.  1 6th  his  sister,  aged  11,  had  sore  throat,  which 
continued  four  days. 

On  Sept.  23rd  another  sister  of  2>h  attending  St. 
Eawrence  School,  had  sore  throat,  and  on  Sept.  25th 
scarlatina  rash. 

On  Sept.  24th  the  rash  appeared  in  a  child  at  the 
Coastguard  Station  attending  this  school  ;  and  on  Sept. 
27th  it  appeared  in  the  case  of  another  child  in  the  same 
family.  Two  more  children  in  this  family  and  their 
mother  subsequently  contracted  the  disease. 

On  Sept.  27th  the  rash  appeared  on  a  child  of  4  at 
Niton.  She  had  previously  played  with  a  child  from 
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Ventnor,  who  was  supposed  to  have  recently  had 
measles. 

In  September  an  outbreak  of  scarlatina  commenced  at 
Whitwell.  A  girl  attending  the  Whitwell  Schools  had 
been  selling  fruit  and  vegetables  from  door  to  door  in 
Ventnor.  She  went  to  a  harvest  festival  at  Appuldur- 
combe  on  Sept.  6th,  and  on  Sept.  7th  had  a  sore  throat 
and  rash.  She  was  not  treated  medically.  I11  the  course 
of  a  few  days  the  School  Attendance  Officer,  having  been 
told  of  the  circumstances,  it  was  said,  ordered  the  girl  to 
school.  It  is  extremely  unlikely  a  School  Attendance 
Officer  would  do  anything  so  reprehensible.  On  Sept. 
27th  a  sister  had  a  rash  and  was  “out  of  sorts”  a  few 
days,  and  she  returned  to  school.  On  October  4th 
another  sister  had  a  rash.  Subsequently  four  other 
children  in  this  family  had  scarlatina. 

On  Sept.  17th  a  boy  in  another  family  who  attended 
the  Schools  had  a  rash ;  and  on  Sept.  30th  his  sister 
became  affected. 

On  October  15th  a  girl  attending  the  Whitwell  Schools 
had  rash  and  sore  throat  at  Berryl.  She  was  much  in  the 
company  of  the  girl  affected  on  Sept.  7th.  She  was  at 
Sunday  School  on  Oct.  8th. 

On  October  30th  a  son  of  the  schoolmaster  at  Whitwell 
Schools  had  sore  throat,  and  the  next  day  scarlatina 
rash. 

On  March  23rd  two  girls  in  Wilton  Road,  Shanklm, 
attending  the  Gatten  Board  Schools,  were  down  with 
scarlatina.  The  disease  was  prevalent  at  Sandown  at  the 
time,  and  it  was  said,  but  denied,  that  the  children  of  a 
family  at  Rake,  some  of  whom  attended  the  National 
Schools  at  Sandown  and  others  the  Gatten  Board  Schools, 
had  been  ill  with  some  eruptive  disorder  in  February. 
They  were  away  from  school  for  a  week  ;  they  had  sore 
throats  and  they  were  not  treated  medically. 

On  March  28th  a  boy  attending  the  Sandown  National 
Schools  developed  scarlatina  at  Lake . 

O11  Sept.  1 6th  a  girl  of  17  had  scarlatina,  which 
commenced  a  day  or  two  after  coming  from  Ventnor, 
whither  she  had  gone  from  Rake  on  a  visit  of  several 
weeks. 

O11  Oct.  17th  scarlatina  appeared  in  a  family  at  Rake, 
and  four  of  the  children  attending  the  Sandown  National 
Schools  were  affected. 

O11  Nov.  14th  a  child  of  5,  a  pupil  at  a  private  school 
in  Rake,  attended  by  children  from  Sandown,  became  ill 
with  scarlatina.  Upon  visiting  the  school  one  of  the 
Sandown  children  was  found  to  be  desquamating. 
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On  May  18th  two  children  living  at  Aldermoor,  and 
who  attended  the  Bettesworth  Road  Schools,  Haylands, 
had  sore  throats  followed  by  rash. 

On  May  24th  their  brother,  engaged  at  a  grocer’s  in 
Ryde,  came  home  from  work  with  scarlatina  throat  and 
rash. 

About  the  same  time  a  child  in  School  L,ane  attending 
the  same  schools  had  scarlatina,  and  a  week  later  her 
sister  was  taken  ill. 

The  hands  of  children  from  Ryde,  who  had  returned 
to  these  schools  about  May  10th,  after  having  been  absent 
a  week,  were  observed  to  be  peeling. 

On  Nov.  13th  a  dressmaker,  working  in  Ryde,  had  sore 
throat  in  Mitchell’s  Road,  Haylands,  followed  by  rash  on 
Nov.  15th. 

On  the  evening  of  Nov.  23rd  a  domestic  servant  in 
Ryde  was  sent  home  to  her  mother,  a  laundress  at 
Binstead,  suffering  from  scarlatina.  Her  master  had  the 
disease  at  the  time.  She  slept  with  her  sister,  who,  with 
the  other  children,  were  sent  to  the  Binstead  Institute 
the  next  day.  On  Nov.  26th  the  sister  was  feverish,  and 
the  next  day  had  rash.  She  was  taken  back  to  her  home 
on  Nov.  29th.  On  this  day  the  daughter  of  the  Institute 
caretaker  was  taken  ill  and  Was  also  sent  to  the  other 
house.  Subsequently  two  others  of  the  children  were 
affected  and  were  sent  back  to  their  home. 

A  weekly  boarder  at  a  school  in  Ryde,  attended  by  day 
scholars  from  the  town,  returned  to  her  home  at  Barnsley, 

Bradhig ,  with  scarlatina  on  November  25th. 

I11  June  an  isolated  case  occurred  at  the  house  of  the 
laundress  of  the  Totland  Bay  Hotel.  There  had  been 
many  temporal  visitors  at  the  hotel. 

In  the  middle  of  April  a  child  of  4  had  diphtheria  at  Diphtheria. 
Roude  on  the  Tower  Greensand  in  the  Gods  hill  district. 

The  dip  well  was  in  proximity  to  the  midden  privy,  and 
there  was  evidence  of  soakage  into  it,  but  the  water  was 
not  seriously  contaminated.  The  disease  was  attribu¬ 
table  to  the  child  having  drunk  from  a  farmyard  pond. 

I11  July  at  Hayden’s  Farm  on  the  Gault  in  the  same 
district  a  boy  of  6  died  of  diphtheria.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  place  were  bad,  the  house  was  damp,  and 
decomposing  manure  tainted  the  atmosphere  about  it. 

In  June  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  at  Totla?id  Bay , 
in  a  house  with  foul  atmosphere,  unventilated  drain,  and 
unventilated  cesspit.  The  closet  pan  had  beneath  it  a 
metal  container,  and  was  supplied  with  feeble  water  flush. 

In  July  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  at  Haylands , 
which  apparently  commenced  eight  days  after  the  patient 
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made  an  excursion  to  Blackgang,  during  which  she 
drank  impure  water  by  the  roadside. 

On  October  28th  a  w7oman  of  53  was  taken  ill  of  diph¬ 
theria  at  Whippingham  on  the  Osborne  Clay.  She  had 
not  left  the  premises  for  some  weeks.  Her  sons  worked 
at  East  Cowes,  and  two  days  before  she  was  taken  ill  one 
of  them  had  a  bad  throat,  of  which  he  still  complained 
when  he  left  the  Island  on  Oct.  30th. 

At  the  end  of  August  a  boy  of  11  attending  the 
Newchurch  Schools  had  a  bad  throat  at  Princelet  on  the 
Greensand.  At  the  beginning  of  September  his  sister  of 
9,  attending  these  schools,  had  a  bad  throat ;  a  week  later 
a  boy  of  3  in  this  family  had  a  bad  throat,  and  a  week 
later  a  child  of  2.  These  cases  were  not  followed, 
apparently,  by  any  form  of  neurosis.  O11  Sept.  21st  a 
sister  of  6  attending  the  schools  complained,  and  being 
worse  than  the  others  she  was  sent  to  Shanklin  to  see  a 
medical  man.  On  Sept.  24th  a  diphtheritic  patch  appeared. 
She  died.  The  drinking  water  was  contaminated  and 
the  closet  was  insanitary. 

About  Sept.  20th  three  children  attending  the  Schools 
had  bad  throats  at  Bigbur}7,  on  the  Gault,  with  insanitary 
drains  and  contaminated  well,  and  on  October  2nd  a  girl 
of  13  was  affected.  One  of  these  children  had  aphonia 
subsequently,  and  the  other  three  had  a  peculiar  gait  in 
walking,  which  was  remarked  upon  by  the  parents  and 
other  people.  The  mother  had  a  bad  throat  on  October 
1 8th,  and  subsequently  was  unable  to  lift  her  left  hand  to 
her  head.  There  were  several  other  cases  of  slight 
throat  affection  in  the  Newchurch  district  in  September 
4  and  October.  The  Newchurch  Schools  were  insanitary, 
the  boys’  urinal  particularly  so.  The  leaking  cesspit  was 
within  60ft.  of  the  well  from  which  the  children  drank. 
These  are  Board  Schools. 

In  November,  a  man  of  29  had  diphtheria  at  Bane 
End,  Bembridge.  He  was  assisting  in  the  construction  of 
a  flushing  chamber  to  the  almost  level  sewer  at  Point, 
the  stench  from  which  he  complained  of,  when  he  was 
taken  ill. 

A  visitor  at  an  insanitary  house  in  Steephill  Road, 
Ventnor,  had  diphtheria  in  October.  There  had  been  an 
epidemic  of  sore  throat  in  this  district,  and  there  were 
cases  of  diphtheria  in  Ventnor  at  the  time. 

O11  Nov.  4th  diphtheria  appeared  in  another  house, 
which  is  a  model  of  perfect  sanitation,  in  this  road. 

•  Towards  the  end  of  December  a  domestic  servant  of 
23  was  sent  from  Hornsey  to  her  home  at  Eowtherville 
while  suffering  from  diphtheria. 
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Two  children  of  5  died  from  membraneous  croup  at 
Lowtherville  early  in  December.  The  closets  of  the  cot¬ 
tages,  which  were  in  the  same  road,  were  insanitary,  and 
slops  and  house  refuse  caused  serious  nuisances  in  their 
rear. 

A  case  of  membraneous  croup  at  Bettesworth  Road, 
Haylands,  was  notified  in  April  in  a  house  with  an  insani¬ 
tary  closet. 

And  in  September  a  case  occurred  in  Dowty’s  Terrace, 
Freshwater ,  on  the  clay,  which  w7as  more  than  usually 
insanitary  at  the  time. 

Early  in  March  a  domestic  servant  from  Bognor  arrived 
at  her  home  at  Upper  Ventnor  suffering  from  enteric 
fever. 

In  the  same  month  a  child  died  at  Hide  Farm, 
Shanklin  from  this  disease.  She  was  taken  ill  while 
living  at  Groveground  Cottages,  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  of  which  were  bad.  The  unventilated  pan  closets 
with  no  water  service  were  connected  with  a  leaking 
cesspit  by  an  unventilated  drain.  The  unprotected  well, 
30ft.  deep  in  the  Tower  Greensand,  was  within  40ft  of  the 
cesspit. 

Two  boys,  aged  respectively  8  and  9,  had  enteric  fever 
in  Back  Dane,  Br acting,  in  May,  the  symptoms  having 
commenced  about  a  fortnight  after  they  had  spent  the 
whole  of  a  hot  day  bottle  fishing  in  the  Marsh  near  the 
sewer  filtration  beds,  the  supposition  being  that  they 
drank  from  the  polluted  streamlets.  In  July  the  brother 
of  one  of  these  boys  had  the  disease. 

In  the  same  month  a  youth,  a  mason,  had  enteric  fever, 
the  source  of  which  could  not  be  traced,  in  Mitchell’s 
Road,  Haylands. 

In  May  a  child  was  moved  to  the  Infirmary  from 
Newnham  Road,  B instead,  suffering  from  enteric  fever, 
the  origin  of  which  was  not  clear. 

In  July  there  was  a  case  of  the  disease  in  an  insanitary 
cottage  at  Niton.  The  unventilated  cesspit  communi¬ 
cated  directly  with  a  pan  closet,  which  had  no  water 
service. 

In  April  there  was  a  case  of  enteric  fever  in  a  thatched 
cottage  at  Chessell,  between  Calbourne  and  Freshwater, 
in  which  there  had  been  two  cases  in  the  previous  year. 
The  inmates  drink  from  a  polluted  stream. 

In  May  there  was  a  case  at  Norto?i  Green.  Symptoms 
appeared  immediately  after  the  patient’s  arrival  from 
Weymouth,  where  his  father,  an  artilleryman,  had  been 
previously  stationed. 

A  man  working  at  the  Medina  Cement  Works,  at  which 
point  the  sewage  of  Parkhurst  Barracks  and  Prison  is 
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discharged  into  the  Medina,  had  enteric  fever  at  Marks’ 
Corner,  Northwood ,  in  September.  For  three  months  he 
had  gone  from  his  house  to  his  work  and  back  without 
visiting  another  place,  and  it  was  not  probable  the  poison 
had  been  taken  at  his  home. 

There  were  two  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  one  at  Norto?i 
Green  and  the  other  at  Breeding ,  neither  of  which  was 
attributable  to  insanitary  conditions  in  connection  with 
the  houses  in  which  the}"  lived.  The  midwives  in  atten¬ 
dance  received  directions  to  abstain  from  their  calling  for 
three  months. 

There  were  18  cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  notified, 
3  in  the  Newport  registration  sub-district,  one  in  that  of 
Cowes ,  one  in  that  of  Ryde,  9  in  that  of  Breeding,  and  4 
in  that  of  Gods  hill. 

Measles  is  not  notifiable  in  your  District.  The  Island 
was  comparatively  free  from  this  disease,  but  it  was 
epidemic  in  the  Newport  district  in  the  Spring. 

Whooping  cough  prevailed  in  the  Calbourne  district, 
more  especially  at  Freshwater,  Wellow,  and  Newbridge  ; 
in  the  Brading  district,  more  especially  at  Take  and 
Newchurch  ;  in  the  Cowes  district,  more  especially  at 
Gurnard  and  Northwood  ;  in  the  Newport  district,  more 
especially  in  Wootton  and  Arreton  ;  and  to  a  less  extent 
in  the  Godshill  and  Ryde  districts. 

The  beneficent  influence  of  the  compulsory  notification 
of  infectious  disease  has  been  very  perceptible  in  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  District  during  the  past 
year.  The  poison  of  scarlatina  was  introduced  into 
different  parts  of  the  District,  and  the  disease  would  have 
spread  and  become  general  but  for  notification,  as  was 
exemplified  at  Whitwell.  Excepting  in  the  case  at 
Suttons’, — where  the  humanity  of  a  neighbour  brought 
upon  her  an  illness  which  is  not  often  contracted  at  her 
age, — and  in  that  of  Steephill  Down  Terrace, — where  a 
woman,  influenced  by  the  statements  in  the  newspapers 
of  ill-informed  persons  who  oppose  the  application  of  the 
Act,  was  culpably  negligent, — scarlatina  did  not  spread 
beyond  the  infected  house,  or,  in  many  instances,  to  other 
members  of  the  family,  after  notification  was  made.  As 
regards  smallpox,  the  diagnosis  being  uncertain  in  the 
first  case,  notification  was  delayed.  It  was  impossible  to 
provide  against  the  imperfect  separation  of  the  tenement 
from  the  bedroom  in  the  adjoining  one  as  it  was  not 
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known  to  be  defective  ;  and  the  Inspector  was  not  vacci¬ 
nated  because  it  was  supposed  he  had  already  had  small¬ 
pox.  The  absence  of  compulsory  notification  in  Newport 
continues  to  menace  the  well-being  of  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  particularly  of  your  District,  in  the  midst  of  which  it 
stands.  The  Isle  of  Wight  must  always  be  subject  to  the 
introduction  of  the  poison  of  zymotic  disease,  especially 
that  of  scarlatina.  There  is  something  peculiarly  attrac¬ 
tive  in  a  seagirt  place  to  inland  dwellers,  and  convales¬ 
cents  are  hurried  here  while  they  continue  poisonous 
with  a  view  to  more  rapid  restoration  to  health.  I  have 
known  people  of  the  Island  infected  by  visitors  who  have 
come  to  it  for  change  when  suffering  from  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  and  enteric  fever  in  their  early  stages, 
and  during  the  desquamative  stage  of  scarlatina.  Its 
visitors  add  greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Island,  but  it 
behoves  Sanitary  Authorities  to  be  vigilant  under  these 
circumstances,  and  they  cannot  be  vigilant  to  purpose  in 
the  absence  of  notification.  It  is  not  likely  medical  men 
will  notify  if  requested  by  their  patient  not  to  do  so  in 
unprotected  places,  and  the  extraordinary  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  and  misapprehensions  respecting  the  Act  must 
influence  many  persons  to  make  this  request.  There  were 
cases  of  scarlatina  in  Newport  in  1893  n°t  known  to  the 
Authorities,  and  while  writing  there  is  a  case  of  diphtheria 
in  that  town  which  is  certainly  not  known  to  them. 


Bvery  endeavour  practicable  has  been  made  to  isolate  isolation, 
the  poison  of  infectious  disease,  and  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success  inasmuch  as  the  infection  has  spread  beyond  the 
house  in  which  your  officers  found  it  only  in  the  three 
instances  I  have  described.  Indeed,  it  is  surprising  the 
results  have  been  so  good,  for  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  secure  efficient  isolation  in  cottage  homes.  As  illustra¬ 
tive  of  the  difficulties  which  exist  under  present  condi¬ 
tions,  I  may  refer  to  the  cases  of  smallpox  already 
mentioned.  A  case  of  smallpox  was  found  in  a  ground 
floor  tenement  of  two  rooms  taken  out  of  two  semi¬ 
detached  cottages.  The  separation  of  these  rooms  was  so 
imperfect  that,  as  discovered  subsequently,  the  peculiar 
odour  of  smallpox  was  perceptible  in  a  bedroom  of  one 
of  the  houses.  The  patient  was  nursed  by  her  husband, 
who  entered  shops  to  purchase  goods.  It  was  determined 
to  make  the  patient  and  her  husband  paupers,  as  no  one 
would  let  a  house  for  their  reception,  but  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  district  declined  to  grant  an  order  of 
admission  to  the  Workhouse  until  their  means  were 
exhausted.  When  the  relieving  officer’s  scruples  were  at 
length  overcome  by  the  statement  that  the  man  was 
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forbidden  to  follow  his  calling  and  that  he  was  virtually  a 
pauper,  and  the  order  was  given,  he  positively  refused 
to  accompany  his  wife.  He  went  to  live  with  his 
friends  in  Ventnor,  and  was  removed  only  after  he  deve¬ 
loped  symptoms  of  the  disease.  A  fortnight  later  the 
tenant  of  the  adjoining  cottage,  who  slept  in  the  bedroom 
already  referred  to,  became  ill  of  the  disease,  as  did  your 
Inspector.  There  was  not  much  difficulty  in  obtaining  an 
order  in  this  case,  as  the  man  had  a  family  who  were 
removed  with  him  to  be  placed  in  quarantine,  but  a 
lodger,  a  clockmaker,  who  had  seen  better  days,  declined 
to  submit  to  what  he  considered  an  indignity,  and  he 
went  with  them  under  protest  and  after  extreme  pressure 
had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  It  was  not  possible 
to  obtain  an  order  for  the  Inspector,  who  was  living  in  a 
crowded  street  in  Newport,  so  the  Master  of  the  Work- 
house  generously  invited  him  to  be  his  guest,  and  he  not 
only  provided  him  with  nourishment  and  medicine  at  his 
own  expense,  but  he  nursed  him  himself.  Those  in 
quarantine  were  discharged  at  the  proper  time  and  set  off 
to  walk  to  Ventnor,  a  distance  of  13  miles,  as  the  carrier 
avoided  their  company. 

By  good  fortune  I  was  driving  in  the  same  direction 
and  overtook  the  poor  woman  and  her  five  children, 
fatigued  and  depressed,  tramping  along  the  dusty  high¬ 
way  with  their  bundles,  in  the  hot  sun.  Packed  in  my 
carriage  they  reached  their  home  in  comparative  comfort; 
but  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  community,  for  whose 
safety  this  family  were  compelled  to  undergo  so  much 
inconvenience  and  wretchedness,  may  at  least  have  pro¬ 
vided  a  conveyance  by  means  of  which  they  could  return 
to  the  place  from  which  they  were  taken. 

The  corolla^  of  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Act  is  the  isolation  hospital.  Years  before  this  Act  was 
passed  you  affirmed  that  such  a  hospital  was  necessary, 
and  from  time  to  time  you  have  made  efforts  to  give 
effect  to  your  opinion  by  endeavouring  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  the  Urban  Authorities.  You  have  now 
decided  to  build  two  hospitals — one  for  each  Medene. 
That  for  the  Bast  Medene  you  propose  to  establish  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bocal  Boards  of  Sandown,  Shanklin, 
and  Ventnor.  Several  convenient  sites  have  been 
offered  and  examined,  and  the  Joint  Committee  have 
recommended  the  purchase  of  three  acres  of  land  at  Hale 
Common,  part  of  an  ancient  pasture  with  a  gravel  subsoil 
of  sufficient  deptfi,  in  wliich  wateris  held  up  by  a  bed  of 
alluvial  clay  above  the  Greensand.  Although  somewhat 
farther  from  Ventnor  than  from  the  other  towns,  it  is 
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not  inconveniently  distant,  and  although  your  Authority 
would  prefer  a  site  nearer  the  centre  of  that  part  of  your 
District  you  will  recognise  the  compensation  you  obtain 
by  securing  safety  at  a  minimum  cost.  All  the  Authori¬ 
ties  concerned  have  accepted  the  recommendations  of 
the  Joint  Committee  that  the  hospital  shall  contain  i6, 
beds,  four  for  each  Authority  ;  that  each  Authority  shall 
contribute  one-fourth  of  the  cost  of  the  building  and  its 
site,  and  of  the  upkeep  ;  and  that  if  one  Authority  shall 
at  any  time  recjuire  the  use  of  more  than  four  beds,  there 
being  unoccupied  beds  in  the  hospital,  such  additional 
sum  shall  be  paid  to  the  common  fund  as  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  management  may  determine.  It  is  intended  to 
provide  only  eight  beds  in  one  block  at  first.  They  have 
also  adopted  the  sketch  plans  which  have  been  prepared. 

These  provide  for  an  administration  and  a  male  and 
female  ward  block.  It  is  proposed  that  each  ward  block 
shall  contain  two  wards  of  two  beds  each,  four  single 
rooms,  and  three  nurses’  rooms.  Experience  has  shown 
that  it  may  be  necessary  to  isolate  at  the  same  time 
cases  of  different  kinds  of  infectious  disease — say  of 
scarlatina,  enteric  fever,  and  diphtheria,  or  smallpox — 
and  it  is  thought  this  will  be  more  conveniently  done 
in  such  a  small  hospital  by  providing  single  rooms.  It 
is  thought,  also,  the  object  being  to  secure  the  isolation 
of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  the  use  of  the  hospital 
by  persons  belonging  to  different  social  grades  will  be 
facilitated  by  the  privacy  and  comfort  which  single  rooms 
afford.  It  has  been  suggested  that  payments  may  be 
obtained  in  some  cases  for  the  use  of  single  rooms,  but 
the  principle  of  payment  is  altogether  wrong.  The  com¬ 
munity  provide  the  isolation  hospital  for  their  own 
safety,  and  if  the  poison  which  threatens  them  can  be 
removed  from  their  midst  by  doing  so,  they  should 
cheerfully  admit  free  of  charge  even  the  mother  or  a 
friend  of  the  patient. 

Although  this  building  will  be  available  for  any  part 
of  your  District,  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  provide  a 
hospital  in  the  West  Medene  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  south-west,  west,  and  northern  sections  of  it.  This 
would  be  more  economically  done  in  conjunction  with 
other  Authorities,  but  having  regard  to  the  money — cost 
of  sickness,  and  to  the  fact  that  no  individual  or  class 
can  claim  immunity  from  it,  the  outlay,  if  you  have  to 
bear  it  alone,  would  only  be  such  as  a  prudent  man 
willingly  incurs  to  insure  himself  against  the  loss  which 
may  be  occasioned  by  other  calamities. 

As  in  previous  years,  most  careful  attention  has  been  Disinfection, 
given  to  disinfection.  Disinfectants  have  been  supplied 
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at  the  public  cost  during  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
verbal  directions  for  their  use  having  been  given  as  re¬ 
quired  by  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  Sec. 
14,  and  at  its  close  the  Inspectors  have  disinfected 
rooms,  bedding,  and  clothing.  For  this  purpose  sulphur¬ 
ous  acid  gas  is  used,  and  although  I  have  from  time  to 
time  advised  you  to  provide  yourselves  with  the  means 
of  disinfection  by  heat,  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  a  long 
experience  of  over  ten  years  in  your  District  has  proved 
it  to  be  a  sufficiently  potent  germicide.  When  considered 
necessary,  and  always  in  cases  of  smallpox,  the  bedding 
and  infected  clothing  have  been  burnt,  compensation 
being  given  from  the  public  purse. 

Your  Committee,  who  considered  my  annual  report 
upon  the  health  of  your  District  in  1891,  recommended 
that : — 

“  Directions  for  disinfection  should  be  printed  and 
served  by  the  Inspectors  in  every  case  of  infectious 
disease,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  having 
satisfied  himself  that  the  directions  are  perfectly 
efficient.” 

As  I  pointed  out  in  my  annual  report  for  1892 — which 
report,  however,  you  have  not  taken  into  consideration 
— these  printed  directions  have  not  been  provided. 


The  spread  of  infectious  disease  at  school  is  so  impor- 
Schoois.  taut  that  I  again  refer  to  it.  Not  infrequently  schools 

which  are  .spreading  infectious  disease  in  your  District 
are  beyond  my  jurisdiction  ;  but  whenever  it  is  making 
headway,  and  I  have  the  power,  I  advise  the  managers 
of  both  day  and  Sabbath  schools  within  the  infected 
area  to  close  them  ;  and  if  this  course  be  taken  it  is 
invariably  followed  by  a  subsidence  of  the  epidemic. 

In  1893  both  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Whitwell 
Schools  were  closed  by  my  advice  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  scarlatina,  with  this  result.  I  believe 
y  ^  the  Education  Department  now  advise  the  managers  of 
}  ^  schools  to  close  them  during  the  prevalence  of  infectious 

disease  only  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Sanitary 
^  ..  .  Authority,  a  power  which  I  am  not  sure  you  possess. 


Cholera. 


In  my  annual  report  for  1892  I  referred  to  the 
measures  which  would  be  taken  if  cholera  were  imported 
into  3^our  District,  a  contingency  by  no  means  remote 
when  the  disease  is  present  in  Northern  or  Western 
Europe.  The  names  and  destinations  in  the  Island  of 
persons  who  had  landed  at  British  ports  from  infected 
places  011  the  Continent  were  sent  me  in  the  Autumn, 
and  inquiry  was  made  in  each  case. 
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In  connection  with  this  subject  I  said  :  “There  is  still 
much  debate  as  to  epidemic  cholera,  and  some  insist 
that  locality  is  an  important  factor  ;  but  former  invasions 
have  proved  that  it  prevails  especially  in  those  places 
where  the  air  which  people  breathe  is  polluted  by  the 
emanations  from  accumulations  of  filth,  particularly  about 
dwellings.  In  the  bye-laws  which  you  submitted  to  the 
Central  Authority,  presumably,  one  would  suppose,  with 
the  view  of  applying  them  in  your  District,  certain 
obligations  are  imposed  upon  occupiers  to  remove  filth 
from  their  dwellings  periodically.  The  Eocal  Govern¬ 
ment  Board,  on  receiving  the  draft  of  the  proposed  bye¬ 
laws,  reminded  you  that  under  Sec.  42  P.  H.  A.,  1875, 
you  have  the  power  to  undertake  scavenging,  and  they 
have  intimated  to  you  that  it  is  your  duty  to  avail  your¬ 
selves  of  this  section  of  the  Act  in  populous  places  in 
your  District.  The  section  runs — ‘Every  local  authority 
may,  and  when  required  by  the  Eocal  Government  Board 
shall,  themselves  undertake  or  contract  for  .  .  .  the 

removal  of  house  refuse  from  premises  ;  the  cleansing 
of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits  and  cesspools,  &c,” 

It  will  be  within  your  recollection  that  having  referred  scavenging, 
the  question  of  scavenging  to  the  Easter  Vestries,  with 
the  result  that  only  nine  out  of  thirty  approved  of 
scavenging  being  undertaken  in  any  part  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  parishes,  you  at  length  adopted  the  recommendation 
of  your  Committee  that  you  should  undertake  scavenging 
at  Bembridge,  Brading,  Eake,  and  Gatten,  in  the  parish 
of  Brading  ;  at  Shanklin,  in  the  parish  of  Shanklin  ;  at 
Ventnor  and  Eowtherville,  in  the  parishes  of  Ventnor 
and  Godshill ;  at  Bonchurch,  in  the  parish  of  Bonchurch ; 
at  Wroxall,  in  the  parishes  of  Newchurcli  and  Godshill  ; 
at  Whitwell,  in  the  parish  of  Whitwell  ;  at  Niton,  in  the 
parish  of  Niton ;  at  Freshwater,  Norton,  and  Totland 
Bay,  in  the  parish  of  Freshwater  ;  at  Yarmouth,  in  the 
parishes  of  Yarmouth  and  Shalfleet ;  at  Carisbrooke  and 
Gunville,  in  the  parish  of  Carisbrooke  ;  at  Fairlee  and 
Shide,  in  the  parish  of  Whippingham  ;  at  Gurnard, 

Tinker’s  Eane,  and  Horsebridge  Hill,  in  the  parish  of 
Northwood  ;  at  Wootton,  in  the  parishes  of  Wootton  and 
Arreton  ;  at  Binstead,  in  the  parish  of  Bmstead  ;  and  at 
Haylands,  in  the  parish  of  Ryde.  And  you  sought  the 
opinion  of  the  different  Parochial  Committees  as  to  the 
best  means  of  giving  effect  to  your  decision. 

The  Carisbrooke  Parochial  Committee  reported  to  you 
that  four  of  their  number  would  undertake  to  scavenge 
Carisbrooke  and  Gunville  free  of  charge,  and  they 
recommended  you  to  provide  a  soil  cart  with  hose  and 
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pump  for  the  use  of  the  parish,  which  you  accordingly 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  from  ^30  to  £4.0.  The  interest 
manifested  by  the  other  Parochial  Committees  in  the 
subject  of  scavenging  cannot  be  said  to  be  very  great, 
and  at  present  the  matter  would  appear  to  be  in  abeyance 
pending  the  result  of  the  experiment  at  Carisbrooke. 
You  have,  however,  made  considerable  effort  to  secure 
the  scavenging  ot  the  part  of  Ventnor  within  your 
District  and  of  Towtlierville,  there  being  no  committee 
in  either  the  parish  of  Ventnor  or  the  parish  of  Gods- 
hill.  The  offer  you  sought — that  of  the  Ventnor  town 
scavenger,  who  was  willing  to  remove  house  refuse, 
only,  for  about  30s.  a  week — you  considered  excessive, 
and  it  was  not  accepted.  You  have  now  advertised  for 
tenders.  The  arrangement  at  Carisbrooke  has  worked 
fairly  well  ;  but  there  will  always  be  the  difficulty  with 
gratuitous  service  that  it  cannot  be  ordered  ;  and  in 
other  parishes  where  the  spirit  of  good  citizenship  and 
good  neighbourship  are  less  pronounced  than  at  Caris¬ 
brooke,  it  may  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  person  at  a 
fixed  annual  sum  to  scavenge  cesspits. 


Town  refuse. 


With  reference  to  the  refuse  of  the  towns,  you  are 
committed  to  the  following  resolution  : — 

“Stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to  imme¬ 
diately  prevent  danger  or  annoyance  from  the 
deposit  of  town  refuse  in  the  Rural  Sanitary"  District 
from  the  urban  districts.” 

As  in  previous  years  one  of  the  most  troublesome 
nuisances  in  your  District  has  arisen  from  the  deposit  of 
town  refuse  close  to  the  highway  and  near  dwellings. 
The  most  vigorous  complaints  have  come  as  usual  from 
dwellers  in  the  towns,  whose  comfort  has  been  disturbed 
while  walking  and  driving  along  the  highways  leading 
from  them  by  the  stench  from  the  refuse  heaps.  The 
evil  is  accentuated  by  the  constant  disturbance  of  the 
rubbish  by  cows  and  pigs  seeking  the  garbage  it  con¬ 
tains.  It  is  horribly  revolting  that  the  flesh  of  the  pigs 
and  the  milk  of  the  cows  will  be  used  for  food  when 
you  remember  these  deposits  of  town  filth  contain  the 
refuse  of  the  dirtiest  and  most  wretched  dwellings  of  the 
poor,  and  of  houses  infected  by  zy-motic  disease.  The 
indifference  to  the  subject  is  appalling.  In  the  interest 
of  the  urban  population  who  drink  the  milk  and  eat  the 
pork  each  town  should  have  its  cremator  and  burn  its 
refuse.  You  have  not  y^et  taken  the  stringent  measures 
hinted  at  in  the  resolution  3-011  passed  two  yrears  ago,  and 
you  do  not  regulate  in  any  manner  the  deposit  of  town 
refuse  within  your  District, 
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As  you  did  not  consider  my  last  annual  report,  the  Bye  laws- 
question  of  bye-laws  was  not  formally  before  you  in  1893; 
but  it  was  frequently  mentioned,  and  the  need  of  them 
has  been  constantly  felt  and  remarked  upon. 

The  history  of  the  bye-laws  question  in  your  District 
dates  back  ten  or  twelve  years  at  least.  The  Committee 
who  considered  my  annual  report  for  1887  attempted  at 
length  to  harmonise  divergent  sentiment  by  recommend¬ 
ing  that  “two  sets  of  suitable  bye-laws  are  desirable, 
one  for  populous  places  and  another  for  the  purely  rural 
districts.” 

In  my  annual  report  for  1888,  I  said,  “In  my  opinion 
one  set  of  bye-laws,  such  as  the  model  bye-laws  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  may  be  applied  to  the  whole 
of  your  District  without  injury  to  any  legitimate  private, 
or  vested  interest.  It  is  too  much  lost  sight  of  that  bye¬ 
laws  would  be  valuable  if  only  as  a  means  of  education. 

You  require  bye-laws  sufficiently  comprehensive  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  health,  and  the  protection  of  the 
public  health  should  be  the  first  consideration.  Any¬ 
thing  less  than  this  would  be  insufficient,  and  anything 
beyond  this  would  be  inoperative.  Bye-laws  are  an 
expansion  of  the  general  law,  and  the  general  law  applies 
to  the  whole  country,  but  it  is  not  put  into  operation  in¬ 
discriminately.  The  object  of  all  law  is  the  control  of 
the  individual,  in  order  that  his  conduct  may  harmonise 
with  the  general  well-being.  If  the  tendency  of  the  action 
of  the  individual  is  to  cause  the  sickness  and  death  of  his 
fellows,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  community,  whose  repre¬ 
sentatives  you  are,  to  restrain  him  absolutely.  I  am  sure 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  as  the  guardians  of  the 
public  health  you  have  not  found  the  ordinary  law 
sufficient  to  restrain  the  individual  from  inflicting  wrong 
upon  the  community  in  all  parts  of  your  District,  urban 
as  well  as  rural,  in  the  following  among  other  matters : 
building  construction,  including  house  sanitation,  un¬ 
authorised  sewers,  dilapidated  houses,  and  houses  unfit 
for  human  habitation,  the  keeping  of  pigs  so  as  to  be  a 
nuisance,  slaughter  houses,  offensive  trades,  and  gutter 
nuisances.” 

Your  Committee  in  reporting  to  you  upon  my  report 
for  1888,  stated  that  in  their  opinion  “bye-laws  are 
absolutely  necessary  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  for 
the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  Island,”  with  which 
opinion  you  concurred ;  and  you  applied  forthwith  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  copies  of  bye-laws  in 
force  in  districts  similar  to  yours.  These  were  furnished 
you,  and  you  adopted  two  sets  of  bye-laws  framed  more 
or  less  upon  the  model  bye-laws,  and  you  submitted 
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them  for  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
This  approval  has  not  been  given ;  but  it  has  been 
pointed  out  to  you  that  you  should  avail  yourselves  of 
the  powers  conferred  upon  you  by  Sec.  42  P.H.A.,  1875, 
to  scavenge  the  more  populous  places  in  your  District. 
In  the  Spring  of  1893  enquiry  was  made  of  you  to  what 
extent  you  were  availing  yourselves  of  these  powers, 
and  in  reply  you  sent  a  list  of  the  places  you  had  re¬ 
solved  to  scavenge.  It  would  appear  as  if  the  Local 
Government  Board  intend  to  defer  their  approval  of 
bye-laws  until  your  powers  to  scavenge  are  in  practi¬ 
cal  operation. 

Urban  powers,  As  I  pointed  out  in  my  last  annual  report,  it  is 
necessary  in  such  a  district  as  yours — into  which  the 
population  of  urban  administration  districts  are  con¬ 
stantly  overflowing  in  obedience  to  the  present  day 
tendency  in  all  classes  occupied  with  the  business  of 
life  in  towns  to  seek  suburban  homes,  and  in  which 
fresh  centres  of  population  are  forming  on  the  coast — 
to  have  at  command  many  of  the  powers  possessed  by 
urban  authorities.  Such  are  the  powers  to  deal  with 
new  streets,  their  roadways,  sidewalks,  and  lighting ; 
to  regulate  hackney  carriages  and  bathing  machines  ; 
to  license  slaughter-houses  ;  and  in  all  other  matters  to 
place  the  ratepayers  of  your  District  in  as  favourable 
position  under  the  Sanitary  Law  as  they  would  occupy 
were  they  resident  in  an  urban  district  administered  by 
an  enlightened  and  progressive  Authority.  That  you 
appreciate  the  importance  of  this  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  you  sought  urban  powers  other  than  that  to 
make  bye-laws,  which  you  already  possess,  to  apply  in 
the  districts  you  propose  to  scavenge,  and  which  you 
have  defined  as  populous  places.  You  were  told  it  was 
not  usual  to  grant  such  powers  for  the  whole  of  an 
Authority’s  district,  and  that  application  should  be 
made  for  each  place  separately  and  for  specific  pur¬ 
poses.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  apparent ;  but  you 
made  application  accordingly  for  power  to  regulate 
hackney  carriages  at  Totland  Bay,  and  this  was  granted. 
It  now  remains  for  you  to  make  application  for  similar 
powers  in  other  places  and  for  other  purposes.  With 
all  the  advantages  you  possess,  in  a  sanitary7  sense,  of 
wide  administration,  and  they  are  undoubted,  your 
District  may  be  made  to  correspond  to  an  ideal  one  if 
you  obtain  and  use  wisely7  the  powers  which  are  within 
your  reach.  And  they  will,  apparently,  be  more  certainly 
within  your  reach  when  you  become  a  Rural  District 
Council,  for  by  Sec.  25  sub-Sec.  5  and  6  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  Rural  District  Councils  shall 
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have  such  powers  of  Urban  Sanitary  Authorities  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  or  any  other  Act  as  the  Uocal 
Government  Board  by  general  order  direct ;  and  the 
power  to  make  such  general  orders  shall  be  in  addition 
to  and  not  in  substitution  for  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Board  by  Sec.  246  P.H.A.  1875. 


Since  1890,  sanitary  legislation,  which  ministers  so  sanitary 
largely  to  the  real  well-being  of  the  people,  has  flagged.  i8?3.a  10n° 
In  that  year  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  and 
the  Public  Health  Amendment  Acts  were  passed.  These 
you  adopted,  but  you  have  not  yet  adopted  the  Private 
Street  Works  Act  of  1892  (55  and  56  Vic.,  cap.  57),  which 
would  be  useful  to  you.  The  only  measure  of  interest 
to  you  passed  in  1893  was  the  Rivers  Pollution  Preven¬ 
tion  Act  (56  and  57  Vic.  cap.  31). 


The  Private  Street  Works  Act  enables  a  Sanitaty  stree^works 
Authority  to  sewer,  level,  pave,  metal,  flag,  channel,  or  Act. 
make  good,  or  to  provide  proper  means  for  lighting  a 
street  or  part  of  a  street,  without  previously  calling  upon 
the  owners  to  do  the  work  where  any  street  or  part  of  a 
street,  as  defined  by  the  Act,  is  not  sewered,  levelled, 
paved,  metalled,  flagged,  channelled,  made  good,  and 
lighted.  By  this  Act  the  Sanitary  Authority  may  con¬ 
tribute  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  expenses  of  any 
private  street  works.  You  need  to  have  and  to  use  such 
powers  now,  and  you  will  need  them  in  the  future,  if  the 
speculative  enterprises  undertaken  in  different  parts  of 
your  District  are  continued,  and  if  the  difficulties  to 
which  they  have  given  rise  in  the  past  occur  in  the  future, 
as  they  are  certain  to  do. 


The  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  provides  that  TheRiversPoiiu- 
“  Where  any  sewage  matter  falls  or  flows  or  is  carried  Act. Pieventlon 
into  any  stream  after  passing  through  or  along  a  channel 
which  is  vested  in  a  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Sanitary 
Authority  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  Section  3  of  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876,  be  deemed  to 
knowingly  permit  the  sewage  matter  so  to  fall,  flow,  or  be 
carried.”  That  is  to  say,  the  Sanitary  Authority  will 
commit  the  offence  and  not  the  persons  responsible  for 
the  sewage  if  they  permit  the  sewage  to  pass  into  the 
stream  through  a  sewer  constructed  prior  to  1876,  if 
they  cannot  show  that  they  use  the  best,  practicable,  and 
available  means  to  render  the  sewage  harmless. 

The  Rivers  Pollution  Act  has  been  almost  wholly  water  supply, 
inoperative  in  your  District,  and  probably  this  amend- 


30 


ment  will  be  equally  so  ;  but  it  affects  you,  for  one  of 
your  sewers  has  its  outfall  in  a  stream.  Some  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight  streams  furnish  a  considerable  population, 
including  many  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District,  with 
their  drinking  water.  Crude  sewage  mixes  with  the 
water  which  is  supplied,  after  filtration,  to  Lake  and 
Gatten.  Crude  sewage  passes  into  the  Eastern  Yar,  from 
which  a  number  of  people  living  on  its  banks  drink,  and 
into  both  branches  of  the  Caulbourne,  from  which  several 
cottages  are  supplied,  and  from  which  some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Calbourne,  many  of  those  of  Newbridge, 
and  nearly  all  the  population  of  ShalfLeet  drink.  Human 
excrement  passes,  also,  into  the  Shorwell  and  Brigh- 
stone  streams  which  supply  a  large  number  of  persons 
with  water  for  drinking.  This  is  a  matter  which  deeply 
concerns  you,  and  although  you  have  never  taken  legal 
adtion  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  streams, 
you  have  continued  to  make  effort,  and  you  have  need  to 
do  so,  to  safeguard  the  public  health  against  the  dangers 
associated  with  drinking  impure  water,  more  especially 
by  providing  independent  supplies. 


Wroxall  Water 


While  writing,  the  Local  Government  Board,  after  an 
Inquiry  held  by  Col.  Ducat,  R.E.,  only  a  month  pre¬ 
viously,  have  sanctioned  j^our  application  for  leave  to 
borrow  £1,600  to  enable  3^ou  to  bring  water  from  the 
Upper  Greensand  into  Wroxall,  a  considerable  village, 
having  urban  features,  placed  upon  the  Gault,  from 
above  which  issue  numerous  springs.  The  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Local  Government  Board  will  add  to  the 
cost  another  ^170,  by  which  amount  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  the  loan.  For  many  years  the  necessity  for 
giving  Wroxall  a  water  supply,  and  your  obligation  to 
provide  it,  has  been  recognised  b}r  your  Authority  ;  but 
your  efforts  have  been  defeated  by  the  question  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  rating  area  upon  which  the  necessary 
loan  would  be  secured,  and  this  while  epidemics  of 
zymotic  disease  have  prevailed  among  a  population  pre¬ 
disposed  to  such  visitations,  and  while  the  inconvenience 
and  discomfort  arising  from  an  insufficiency  of  water 
and  the  labour  of  carrying  it  was  felt  by  almost  every 
inhabitant.  The  limits  of  a  special  drainage  district 
having  been  at  last  settled,  the  Central  Authority  have 
declined  to  sanction  the  formation  of  any  such  district 
because  your  powers  enable  you  to  charge  water  rates  and 
water  rents  by  means  of  which  you  can  practical^  throw 
the  burden  of  the  scheme  upon  the  persons  directly 
benefited. 
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As  regards  their  water  supply,  the  sanitary  well-being 
of  the  people  of  Brighstone,  a  village  situated  in  part 
upon  the  Weald  clay,  has  been  hindered  for  many  years 
by  considerations  of  an  even  more  private  and  personal 
character.  The  only  perfectly  satisfactory  source  of  an 
independent  water  supply  is  the  head  of  the  mill  stream 
from  which  the  inhabitants  drink  as  its  runs  through  the 
village.  The  owner  of  the  soil  generously  offered  to  give 
the  water,  and  would  probably  have  borne  the  expense 
of  the  supply  but  for  the  claim  of  the  trustees  of  the 
mill,  to  be  compensated  for  interference  with  milling 
rights  with  which  he  considered  a  public  body  could 
best  deal.  The  engineer  you  employed  proposed  to 
satisfy  this  claim  by  an  annual  payment  of  £5.  You 
referred  the  matter  to  the  Parochial  Committee,  who 
accepted  the  principle  of  compensation,  and  you  re¬ 
quested  them  to  ascertain  and  report  to  you  the  amount 
at  which  the  trustees  valued  the  interference.  This  they 
did,  and  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  for  what  reason  you 
were  dissatisfied  with  the  Committee.  It  was  objected, 
however,  that  to  admit  the  claim  of  the  trustees  was  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  owner  of  the  soil,  and 
you  determined  to  endeavour  to  intercept  the  water 
before  it  reached  the  surface,  a  somewhat  speculative 
undertaking.  The  question  of  ownership  is  a  legal  one  ; 
but  it  is  well-known  milling  rights  in  the  water  of  steams 
exist  and  are  quite  distinct  from  the  rights  of  riparian 
owners  and  of  the  owners  of  the  soil.  The  yearly  pay¬ 
ment  of  £10  asked  by  the  trustees  may  have  been  too 
much,  but  the  public  conscience  would  be  better  satis¬ 
fied  and  the  public  interests  would  be  better  conserved 
if  you  were  legally  entitled  to  take  the  water  from 
Buddie  Hole,  and  it  is  a  question  if,  even  now,  you  should 
not  offer  the  trustees  a  yearly  payment  or  a  capital  sum 
equivalent  to  it. 

The  water  of  the  Freshwater  Waterworks  has  been 
laid  on  to  several  old  and  new  houses  during  the  year ; 
and  in  obedience  to  your  representations  the  main  was 
extended  to  Norton,  and  is  now  being  carried  across  the 
estuary  of  the  Yar  for  the  supply  of  Yarmouth. 

It  may  be  within  your  recollection  that  in  my  report 
for  1891  a  scheme  was  formulated  of  independent  water 
supply  for  Calbourne,  Newbridge,  Ningwood,  and 
Shalfleet,  which  would  have  been  available  for  Newtown 
and  Porchfield,  from  the  Chalk  at  Calbourne.  I  assumed 
the  cost  of  this  scheme  would  have  been  £ 120  per  annum 
for  thirty  years,  but  supposing  it  had  been  ^200,  the 
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water  rents,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  I  think,  would 
have  exceeded  that  amount.  You  determined,  however, 
to  deal  with  each  place  separately,  and  at  Calbourne  you 
resolved  to  lead  the  water  from  the  Chalk  in  Lynch  Lane 
into  the  lower  part  of  the  village  at  a  cost  of  ^25.  You 
appointed  a  Parochial  Committee  and  communicated 
your  intentions  to  them.  They  suggested  to  you  to 
cleanse  the  village  well,  75ft.  deep,  which  being  polluted 
you  had  closed  ;  and  without  further  consideration  or  an 
estimate  of  cost,  and  notwithstanding  my  strong  repre¬ 
sentations,  you  sanctioned  the  recommendation,  and  the 
work  was  done  at  a  cost  of  nearly  £80.  The  change  of 
plans  was  most  unfortunate,  and  there  is  now  scarcely  a 
person  in  Calbourne,  probabty,  who  does  not  regret  it. 

A  scheme  was  prepared  for  bringing  water  from  the 
Bembridge  limestone  at  the  top  of  the  hill  at  Newbridge  . 
to  the  bottom,  where  the  people  drink  from  the  polluted 
stream.  You  sent  this  scheme  to  the  Shalfleet  Parochial 
Committee,  who  proceeded  to  dig  a  well  in  the  clay  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  where  they  had  been  told  water  could 
not  be  found.  You  had  obtained  the  consent  of  an 
owner  of  land  at  the  top  of  the  hill  to  sink  a  well  by  the 
road  sidefrom  which  to  supply  the  village  ;  but  the  Com¬ 
mittee  recommended  you  to  purchase  one  in  a  cultivated 
garden.  The  site  was  unsuitable,  and  as  the  well  must 
have  been  reconstructed  you  referred  them  to  your 
scheme.  Objections  of  various  kinds  were  urged  and 
much  correspondence  passed  between  the  Committee 
and  your  Authority,  and  after  the  question  had  been 
before  them  for  two  years,  the  Committee  at  length 
reported  to  you  they  considered  it  undesirable  on  the 
score  of  expense  to  do  more  than  dig  a  well  and  fix  a 
pump.  You  very  properly  insisted  upon  the  water  being 
carried  where  it  was  needed,  and  then  sanction  to  sink 
a  well  was  withdrawn  if  this  water  was  to  be  led  from  it 
in  pipes.  A  well  has  been  offered  you  upon  another  site, 
but  it  is  not  likely  it  will  be  secured.  Possibly  water  may 
be  obtained  on  the  west  of  the  hill.  In  future  it  would 
appear  to  be  desirable  you  should  carry  out  your  sanitary 
work  in  the  parish  of  Shalfleet  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Parochial  Committee. 

You  directed  the  Calbourne  Parochial  Committee  to 
make  suggestions  for  a  water  supply  at  Newtown.  The}^ 
at  first  favoured  the  plan  of  storing  rain  water  from  the 
roof  of  the  church,  but  as  a  water  diviner  had  announced 
water  could  be  obtained  by  sinking,  the  minds  of  many 
persons  were  fortified  who  had  regarded  the  statements 
of  a  practical  geologist  of  no  moment,  and  the  advisability 
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of  sinking  a  well  was  again  considered.  A  gentleman 
kindly  lent  his  aid  to  the  Committee  and  brought  to  their 
assistance  another  geologist,  who  informed  them  the 
water  would  be  brackish,  which  the  diviner  had  omitted 
to  state.  The  well  is  being  made,  however,  the  diviner 
having  considerately  settled  for  the  Committee  the  site, 
and  the  water  is  not  brackish. 

In  the  Autumn  the  Corporation  of  Newport  gave  you  Gunviiie  water, 
notice  of  their  intention  to  discontinue  the  supply  of 
water  to  Gunviiie  after  March  25th,  1894,  a  date  now 
altered  to  June  29th.  It  having  been  found  difficult  to 
form  a  special  drainage  district  for  the  sewering  of 
Carisbrooke  and  the  water  supply  of  Gunviiie, — that  sub¬ 
mitted  not  being  sanctioned  by  the  Focal  Government 
Board  because  it  was  too  small,  and  a  more  extended  one 
being  opposed  by  those  not  directly  benefited — the 
Corporation  stepped  in  as  a  water  company  and  extended 
their  main  to  Gunviiie  and  Forest-side.  They  were  dis¬ 
appointed  more  people  did  not  take  the  water,  and 
although  you  did  what  you  could  to  induce  them,  you 
were  unable  to  bring  pressure  to  bear,  as  the  Corporation 
insisted  upon  a  minimum  payment  of  something  more 
than  3jd.  a  week,  while  you  could  only  enforce  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Central  Authority  a  charge  of  3d.  a  week. 

The  Carisbrooke  Parochial  Committee  proposed  that  the 
additional  farthing  should  be  paid  by  the  parish  ;  but 
the  Corporation  have  adhered  to  their  resolution,  and 
you  have  negotiated  with  them  for  the  purchase  of  their 
main.  The  price  agreed  to  provisionally  is  £360,  and  a 
rate  of  is.  id.  per  thousand  gallons,  if  a  minimum  of 
140  thousand  gallons  per  annum  be  taken.  The  question  is 
a  difficult  one,  because  it  is  uncertain  if  a  loan  for  a  small 
main  will  be  sanctioned,  and  the  parish  could  scarcely 
bear  so  large  a  payment  if  made  out  of  the  current  rate. 

The  action  of  the  Corporation  ought  to  teach  you  to 
grapple  with  small  sanitary  difficulties  yourselves. 

You  obtained  permission  to  borrow  ^400  for  the  pur-  Horsebridge  hui 
pose  of  laying  a  water  main  from  the  Newport  main  at  water* 
Parkhurst  Barracks  gate  to  Horsebridge  Hill,  and  of 
providing  a  reservoir  of  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  three 
days’  suppty  of  water  as  stipulated  by  the  Corporation  of 
Newport;  and  you  have  completed  the  work  of  provid¬ 
ing  with  water  a  place  which  needed  it  as  much  as  any 
in  your  District.  You  are  to  pay  the  Corporation  is.  3d. 
per  thousand  gallons, — a  high  rate.  You  have  adopted 
the  scale  of  charges  used  at  Binstead,  which  has  occa¬ 
sioned  dissatisfaction,  and  you  may  find  it  necessary  to 
revise  it.  O11  account  of  inequality  in  assessment,  houses 
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Gurnard  water. 


Tinkers  Lane 


of  the  same  value  may  have  to  pay  a  different  rate,  and 
although  there  may  be  only  ios.  per  annum  difference  in 
rateable  value,  there  may  be  several  shillings  difference 
in  the  water  rate.  One  wonders  that  any  person  should 
object  to  pay  even  an  unequal  rate  for  such  a  boon  as 
abundance  of  pure  water;  but  injustice  is  very  galling 
to  those  who  have  the  sense  of  it. 

Suggestions  for  the  independent  supply  of  Gurnard 
separately  with  water  from  Cowes  or  in  conjunction  with 
the  Horse  Shoe  district  and  Tinkers  Lane,  have  been 
before  you.  The  North  wood  Parochial  Committee 
thought  the  matter  of  water  supply  should  be  deferred 
until  Gurnard  had  further  developed.  But  something 
will  have  to  be  done  for  this  section  of  your  District, 
whether  Gurnard  is  included  or  not. 

If  the  owner  of  Ruffins  would  give  you  the  water 
which  runs  to  waste  there,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
sufficient  reason  for  delaying  the  supply  of  Tinkers  Lane. 
His  agents  were  apparently  inclined  to  recommend  him 
to  supply  this  hamlet,  but  they  were  not  certain  they 
would  obtain  such  a  return  upon  the  outlay  as  they 
desired.  If  the  water  were  given  it  would  be  necessary 
to  construct  a  tank  upon  the  line  of  pipe  where  it  enters 
the  high-road  on  its  way  to  supply  some  of  the  tenants  of 
the  estate,  and  to  carry  your  Authority’s  pipe  front  it  at 
a  higher  level.  Assuming  the  cost  would  amount  to 
^134  and  that  there  are  fifteen  houses  in  Tinkers’  Lane 
in  connection  with  which  you  could  exercise  your 
statutory  powers,  your  income  would  exceed  your  annual 
expenditure  by  35s. 

As  regards  water  supply  generally  your  obligations  are 
very  definite,  for  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878, 
states  in  its  3rd  section  : — “  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  regard  being  had  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  in  this  Act  contained,  to  see  that  every  occupied 
dwelling-house  within  their  district  has  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance  an  available  .supply  of  wholesome  water 
sufficient  for  the  consumption  and  use  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.” 

O11  account  of  its  geological  conformation,  your 
District  is  one  in  which  the  provision  of  wholesome 
water  must  often  involve  a  larger  expenditure  than  many 
private  persons  can  undertake.  In  some  localities  you 
cannot  call  upon  owners  to  supply  water  because  it  is 
impossible  to  do  so  within  the  limits  of  cost  laid  down  ; 
and  in  several  neighbourhoods  water  cannot  be  obtained 
by  sinking  wells.  In  some  instances  slate  or  galvanised 
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iron  has  been  substituted  for  thatch  on  roofs  in  order 
that  rain  water  may  be  collected ;  and  in  other  cases 
pipes  have  been  laid  in  shallow  beds  of  gravel  above  the 
clay  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  subsoil  water.  But 
obviously  you  could  not  require  the  adoption  of  such 
methods.  While  there  are  extensive  districts  covered  by 
Tertiary  and  Secondary  clays,  however,  the  Cretaceous 
downs  which  run  through  the  Isle  of  Wight  from  east  to 
west  afford  an  enormous  collecting  area,  and  you  have 
arranged  to  supply  two  villages  from  the  springs  which 
issue  from  the  Cretaceous  rocks.  At  no  great  cost  you 
could  supply  other  small  communities  from  a  similar 
source,  as  I  have  so  often  pointed  out ;  and  in  some 
cases  wealthy  landowners  and  private  individuals  have 
anticipated  you  in  this  duty.  I  may  instance  Whitwell 
and  Brook.  At  Limerstone,  also,  the  owners  of  the 
property  have  led  water  from  the  Upper  Greensand  to  a 
tap  by  the  roadside  for  the  supply  of  the  cottagers. 

The  owner  of  Hulverstone,  which  is  similarly  situated, 
is  desirous  of  taking  water  there.  During  the  year  the 
question  of  supplying  it  from  Brook  has  been  under 
consideration. 

While  landed  proprietors  have,  in  many  instances, 
incurred  considerable  outlay,  in  order  to  do  their  duty  to 
their  tenants  and  to  comply  with  demands  which  you 
had  no  legal  power  to  enforce,  and  while  Agents  have 
been  mindful  of  what  was  due  from  persons  occupying 
the  social  position  of  their  principals,  it  is  to  be  regretted 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  health  there  should  be  so 
little  apparent  disposition  among  those  who  represent 
large  landed  interests,  whether  as  principals  or  agents, 
to  assist  one  another  in  promoting  the  general  sanitary 
well-being  in  the  matter  of  water  supply.  It  is  not 
pleasant  to  record  the  fact  that  another  case  of  enteric 
fever  occurred  during  the  year  in  a  thatched  cottage,  to 
which  I  referred  in  my  last  annual  report,  situated  on 
the  borders  of  an  estate  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
head  of  the  stream  which  rises  on  another  estate,  and  the 
polluted  water  of  which  the  inmates  are  compelled1  to 
drink. 

Very  much  has  been  done  on  large  estates  to  improve 
the  closet  accommodation,  both  by  reconstructing  old 
midden  privies  and  by  converting  them  into  pail  closets ; 
and  the  year  under  review,  as  you  will  see  by  the  sum¬ 
maries  of  the  Inspectors,  has  been  no  less  fruitful  in  this 
work  than  previous  ones.  But  much  remains  to  be  done 
before  all  the  homes  of  the  peasantry  will  have  been 
made  decent  in  this  respect. 


Hulverstone. 
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Sewers. 


Bembridge 

Sewer. 


Brading  Sewer. 


Lake  Sewer. 


Skanklin  Sewer. 


Yeutnor  Sewer. 


Haylauds  Sewer. 


Your  attention  has  been  given  to  the  sewers  of  your 
District  during  the  year,  and  a  definite  scheme  for  sewer¬ 
ing  one  of  the  populous  places  has  been  adopted  by  you. 
Consideration  has  also  been  given  to  the  question  of  the 
desirability  of  sewering  three  other  populous  districts. 
And  in  another  place,  the  sewering  of  which  should 
have  been  completed  last  year,  a  sewer  is  being  con¬ 
structed. 

The  almost  level  branch  of  the  Bembridge  sewer  at 
Point  has  been  cleansed  and  a  flushing  tank  constructed. 
Your  Inspector  laid  before  you  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
constructing  a  sewer  to  drain  Lock’s  Lane  and  the 
eastern  section  of  Bembridge,  which  will  discharge  into 
the  sea  at  Lane  End.  The  Parochial  Committee  were 
not  inclined  to  recommend  you  to  proceed  with  the  work 
at  present,  but  this  desirable  improvement  should  not 
long  be  delayed.  The  owner  of  the  building  land  is 
willing  to  contribute  to  the  cost.  A  ventilating  shaft 
has  been  erected  at  the  end  of  the  new  sewer  in  Church 
Road. 

After  much  opposition  you  placed  a  shaft  ventilator  at 
the  highest  point  of  the  sewer  system  on  the  Mall  at 
Brading.  By  the  permission  of  the  owner  of  a  house, 
who  feared  it  would  occasion  nuisance  if  placed  lower, 
the  shaft  was  erected  in  her  garden,  but  it  would  have 
been  better  if  it  had  been  carried  up  the  gable  end  of  the 
house. 

You  have  decided  to  sewer  Gatten  and  Lake,  and  you 
have  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction 
to  borrow  ^4,000  for  this  purpose.  It  is  proposed  to 
discharge  the  sewage  into  the  Sandown  subsidence  tanks, 
and  the  Sandown  Local  Board  ask  a  contribution  of  a 
penny  in  the  pound  of  the  rateable  value  for  the  time 
being  of  the  district  drained,  for  the  use  of  their  tanks 
and  outfall. 

The  Shanklin  sewer,  which  is  permitted  to  connect 
with  the  Shanklin  Local  Board  sewer  for  a  payment  of 
£%oo  a  year,  has  been  ventilated  by  means  of  shaft 
ventilators,  and  flushing  arrangements  have  been  made. 

You  have  ordered  the  ventilation  of  the  Steephill  Road 
sewer  at  Ventnor  by  shaft  ventilators,  and  trapped  road 
gullies  to  be  made  in  connection  with  it.  The  Gills 
Cliff  Road  sewer  should  be  ventilated  at  its  highest  point. 

You  have  had  correspondence  with  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  with  reference  to  the  unfortunate  new  sewer 
at  Haylands,  which,  you  are  informed,  was  not  laid  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  submitted  when  application 
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was  made  to  borrow  money  to  construct  it,  that  it  was 
carelessly  laid,  and  that,  in  consequence,  among  other 
defects,  there  is,  practically,  no  outlet  at  all  in  it  for  a 
considerable  distance.  The  Central  Authority  have, 
therefore,  refused  to  sanction  the  additional  loan  of  ^245, 
for  which  you  applied  to  enable  you  to  remedy  the  defects 
complained  of,  and  they  have  called  upon  you  to  render 
the  sewer  efficient  forthwith.  They  have  also  informed 
you  they  have  no  power  to  grant  you  permission  to 
relieve  the  Haylands  Special  Drainage  District  of  the 
cost  of  the  construction  by  paying  it  out  of  the  general 
sanitary  rate  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District.  It  is 
evident  the  law  cannot  be  evaded,  however  hard  it  may 
be  that  a  poor  district  should  suffer  from  errors  for  which 
your  Authority,  that  is  to  say,  the-  representatives  of  all 
the  ratepayers  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary 
District,  are  alone  responsible.  But  it  is  very  difficult 
for  you  to  call  upon  a  poor  population  to  pay  what  would 
amount  to  a  very  burdensome  rate  ;  and  if  neither  the 
individual  members  of  your  Authority  nor  those  who  are 
directly  responsible  can  be  made  liable,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
some  way  of  escape  may  be  found  which  does  not  in  any 
way  prejudice  the  interests  of  the  public  health.  I11  any 
case  the  sewer  ought  to  be  flushed,  and  provision  should 
have  been  made  to  that  end.  You  have  had  under  con¬ 
sideration  a  plan  for  supplying  this  omission,  by  con¬ 
structing  an  automatic  flushing  tank,  which  may  be  fed 
by  a  little  rivulet  for  eight  months  of  the  year,  probably, 
and  from  the  Ryde  water  main  when  this  is  dry.  If  by 
this  means  the  1, 600ft.  of  sewer  which  has  a  slightly 
backward  dip,  were  kept  free  from  deposit,  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  situation  may,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as 
satisfied.  It  has  been  proposed,  also,  to  pen  back  the 
sewage  and  discharge  it  once  or  twice  a  day  by  means  of 
a  penstock  ;  but  this  plan  would  involve  the  permanent 
cost  of  labour.  The  complication  at  Haylands  goes  to 
support  the  view  that  in  a  district  such  as  yours,  con¬ 
siderable  advantage  would  accrue  from  an  alteration  in 
the  law  by  which  outlays  upon  sanitary  improvements 
would  be  deemed  general  expenses.  There  are  rate¬ 
payers  in  the  Haylands  Special  Drainage  District  as  little 
advantaged  by  a  sewer  as  if  they  lived  at  Freshwater.  It 
surely  is  an  anomaly  that  while  the  Poor  Raw  and  the 
Highway  Raw  are  administered  upon  what  may  be  called 
general  principles,  the  Sanitary  Raw  which  is  so  closely 
concerned  with  the  well-being  of  every  member  of  the 
community,  should  permit  the  sanitary  welfare  of  that 
community  to  depend  upon  the  ability  of  unhealthy 
districts  to  bear  the  money  cost  of  the  works  necessary 
to  render  them  sanitary. 
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Gurnard  Sewer. 


Totland  Bay 
Sewer. 


Freshwater 

Sewer. 


Carisbrooke 

Sewer. 


It  is  the  opinion  even  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  that 
the  time  has  come  to  sewer  Gurnard,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  sewers  would  relieve  the  subsoil  of  much 
pollution  and  would  minister  to  the  comfort  and  con¬ 
venience  of  the  population.  There  are  seven  midden 
privy  vaults  and  68  cesspools  with  which  pan  closets, 
with  or  without  water  service,  connect  in  Gurnard ;  and 
there  are  48  pail  closets.  The  Northwood  Parochial 
Committee  decided  the  question  of  sewering  Gurnard  as 
well  as  that  of  its  independent  water  supply  should  be 
postponed  until  it  had  further  developed. 

Your  Authority  are  not  responsible  for  the  delay  in 
constructing  the  authorised  sewer  at  Totland  Bay,  those 
who  undertook  the  work  having  failed  to  commence  it. 
The  contract  is  now  let  to  a  local  firm  of  contractors, 
and  the  sewer  is  being  made. 

You  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  annul 
an  order  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  which 
constituted  a  part  of  the  parish  of  Freshwater  a  Local 
Board  District.  Before  giving  their  decision  the  Board 
have  desired  to  be  informed  if  you  would  undertake  to 
provide  without  delay  a  proper  system  of  sewerage  of 
this  portion  of  the  Parish  of  Freshwater,  and  to  apply  to 
the  Board  for  an  order  investing  you  with  urban  powers, 
as  regards  bye-laws  respecting  new  streets  and  buildings, 
and  to  enforce  the  observance  of  such  bye-laws  when 
made.  You  have,  of  course,  given  such  an  undertaking  ; 
but  to  provide  a  system  of  sewerage  for  Freshwater, 
which  must  extend  beyond  the  part  intended  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  proposed  urban  district,  will  be  a  very 
serious  undertaking,  and  it  is  essential  in  a  matter  in¬ 
volving  engineering  difficulties  of  considerable  difficulty, 
you  should  have  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  most 
able  opinion  you  can  obtain.  The  most  satisfactory 
scheme  would  be  one  which  contemplated  the  discharge 
of  the  sewage  at  the  Black  Rock  in  the  Solent.  This 
would  enable  you  to  sewer  Norton  and  Norton  Green, 
and  would  provide  the  military  authorities  with  the 
means  of  sewering  Golden  Hill  Fort.  If  they  would 
abandon  their  plan  of  draining  to  the  north,  it  would  be 
saving  the  country  expense  and  would  aid  you  in  your 
undertaking. 

The  question  of  establishing  a  proper  system  of  sewerage 
at  Carisbrooke  has  been  fully  considered  by  the  Parochial 
Committee,  who  have  called  your  attention  to  the  sub¬ 
ject.  You  applied  to  the  Corporation  of  Newport  for 
sanction  to  discharge  the  sewage  of  Carisbrooke  into 
their  sewer,  and  were  told  they  had  no  sewer  into  which 
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you  could  drain.  Since  then  the  Borough  sewer  has 
been  brought  to  your  boundary,  and  you  have  again 
applied  to  the  Corporation,  who  have  informed  you  they 
are  not  prepared  to  entertain  the  matter.  From  year  to 
year,  for  many  years,  I  have  pointed  out  to  you,  that, 
as  sewage  is  discharged  in  deep  cesspits  in  the  Chalk 
from  which  the  water  supply  of  Newport  is  obtained,  its 
population  may  suffer  serious  detriment  should  the  un¬ 
altered  sewage  reach  any  of  the  large  fissures  which  fre¬ 
quently  occur  in  this  formation.  Complaint  has  been 
made  of  this  source  of  possible  danger,  and  the  eminent 
engineer  who  has  recently  carried  out  a  complete  system 
of  sewers  in  the  Borough,  adapted  them  for  the  reception 
of  the  sewage  of  Carisbrooke.  It  would  be  strange, 
therefore,  if  the  Corporation  did  not  afford  you  every 
facility  and  encouragement  to  sewer  the  village  ;  more 
especially  as  you  have  been  reproached  for  fouling  the 
stream  and  for  permitting  filth  to  pass  down  the  highway 
gutter,  which,  without  opportunity  of  discharging  into 
the  estuary  of  the  Medina,  you  have  no  power  to  prevent. 
Not  only  are  you  desirous  of  protecting  Newport,  but 
you  are  directly  interested,  as  the  Corporation  supply 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  District  with  water  from 
the  Chalk  of  Carisbrooke.  You  have  reason  to  know,  I 
believe,  that  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  sewering 
Carisbrooke  has  been  obtained,  and  that  it  is  likely  to 
prove  burdensome  to  the  ratepayers.  You  would  not 
undertake  it,  therefore,  if  a  strong  sense  of  duty  did  not 
prompt  you. 


You  have  not  given  effeCt  to  your  resolution  that : — 

“  Plans  of  all  sewers  in  the  Authority’s  District 
should  be  made,  and  tracings  made  for  the 
use  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
their  Inspectors.” 


Plans  of  Sewers 


Speaking  generally,  the  cleansing  of  the  sewers  in  Flushing  of 
your  District  by  flushing  them,  when  done  at  all,  is  per-  e'verb‘ 
formed  in  a  most  perfundory  manner.  Automatic  ar¬ 
rangements  should  be  adopted,  and  where  an  indepen¬ 
dent  supply  exists,  water  should  be  used. 

The  proposed  extension  of  existing  urban  boundaries  Extension  and 
and  the  formation  of  new  urban  districts,  are  questions  baTSistricts!71" 
to  which  you  have  given  very  anxious  attention  during 
the  year.  You  have  considered  them  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  localities  directly  concerned,  and  from  that  of 
the  general  welfare  of  your  District. 

Its  genial  climate  and  scenic  beauty  have  rendered  the 
Isle  of  Wight  a  popular  health  resort  for  many  generations. 
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Your  jurisdiction  extends  over  fifteen -sixteenths  of  its 
area ;  and  your  District,  surrounded  as  it  is  by  a 
picturesque  coast  line  of  nearly  sixty  miles,  must 
necessarily  be  the  nursery  of  future  towns.  Already 
there  are  seven  urban  districts  upon  its  northern,  north 
eastern,  eastern,  and  south  eastern  borders,  and  in  its 
centre  an  eighth  urban  authority  rules.  I  have  previously 
referred  to  the  present-day  tendency  of  business  people 
to  make  their  homes  beyond  the  outskirts  of  towns,  and 
of  wage  earners  to  occupy  suburban  dwellings.  In  the 
Isle  of  Wight  such  communities  come  under  your  juris¬ 
diction  and  increase  the  rateable  value  of  the  Rural 
Sanitary  District.  They  have  chosen  to  be,  and  they 
desire  to  remain,  inhabitants  of  the  country  as  contra¬ 
distinguished  from  the  town,  because  they  have  many  of 
the  advantages  possessed  by  town  dwellers,  and  they  pay 
less  rates.  And  so  it  will  always  be.  At  the  same  time 
they  look  to  have  wholesome  water  to  drink  and  sewers  to 
drain  into,  and  the}^  wish  for  good  roads  and  sidewalks,  and 
to  have  them  lighted  at  night.  To  meet  these  require¬ 
ments  so  far  as  your  legal  obligations  compel  you,  you 
have  in  some  instances  formed  special  drainage  districts; 
but  you  have  given  no  attention  to  public  lighting  nor  to 
the  state  of  footpaths.  Towns  and  Water  Companies 
have  extended  their  water  mains  to  supply  new  customers, 
which  is  a  business-like  thing  to  do  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
themselves,  in  some  eases,  as  at  Carisbrooke  and  Bon- 
church,  have  arranged  with  the  Gas  Companies  to  light 
their  roads  and  streets,  for  which  of  course,  they  are  only 
too  glad  to  arrange.  The  ease  of  communities  occupy¬ 
ing  developing  but  still  incipient  towns  is  somewhat 
different.  Some  of  them  have  been  provided  with  sewers 
or  water  supplies,  or  both,  but  in  the  absence  of  gas  the 
lighting  of  the  roads  is  difficult,  and  like  villagers 
generally  and  even  the  occupants  of  parts  of  old  towns, 
they  have  rarely  sidewalks.  Stimulated  by  the  efforts  of 
their  neighbours  to  attract  visitors,  and  by  the  suggestions 
of  those  who  would  give  any  hamlet  its  local  board,  a  few  of 
their  number  are  certain  to  be  ambitious  of  separate  gov¬ 
ernment.  But,  as  I  have  often  pointed  out,  the  sanitary 
question  is  a  question  of  finance.  In  places  of  a  semi-urban 
character,  with  a  rateable  value  not  at  all  commensurate 
with  the  expense  of  diredt  local  administration,  more 
especially  if  important  sanitary  works  are  necessary,  the 
majority  of  the  ratepayers  are  averse  to  premature  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  they  look  to  you  to  prevent  that  which 
they  consider  would  be  a  serious  detriment.  The  sub¬ 
urban  population  of  your  District,  too,  while  they  very 
properly  think  you  may  do  more  to  meet  their  require¬ 
ments,  are  apprehensive  of  being  included  in  the  towns, 
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and  having  to  pay  the  increased  rates  which  it  would  in¬ 
volve.  And  they  have  reason,  for  yon  have  seen  that 
when  urban  authorities  who  have  neglected  their  obliga¬ 
tions,  are  at  length  compelled  to  carry  out  expensive 
sanitary  works,  or,  when  they  contemplate  schemes 
involving  larger  expenditure,  they  usually  seek  to  extend 
their  boundaries,  which  means  the  appropriation  of  some 
of  your  rating  value.  They  have  thus  endeavoured  to 
break  up  a  special  drainage  district,  by  taking  the  por¬ 
tion  of  high  rateable  value  and  leaving  the  part  of  low 
rateable  value,  as  at  Shanklin,  where  they  have  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  increased  water  supply  and  enlarge  their  sewers. 
They  have  also  proposed  to  include  a  large  extent  of 
your  District  in  connection  with  schemes  to  cost  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  pounds,  intended  to  attract  visitors 
and  residents,  as  at  Ryde  ;  and  as  at  Newport  where  they 
are  executing  extensive  sewerage  works.  You  have 
resisted  these  endeavours  and  you  would  have  dis¬ 
couraged  these  proposals,  knowing  it  was  not  only  un¬ 
just  to  a  poor  section  of  a  special  drainage  district  to 
dissolve  the  combination,  but  that  it  was  certain  the 
inhabitants  of  the  localites  it  was  intended  to  annex, 
would  not  receive  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the  increased  charges 
which  would  fall  upon  them.  You  have  also  had  regard 
to  the  welfare  of  your  District  generally,  the  rateable 
value  of  the  agricultural  part  of  which  is  every  year 
diminishing.  You  know  that  your  rating  value  is 
peculiarly  attractive  because  it  is  unincumbered,  and  you 
are  aware  you  will  have  to  contract  loans  in  the  near 
future,  which  you  naturally  wish  shall  be  as  little  burden¬ 
some  to  the  ratepayers  of  your  District  as  possible.  At 
the  same  time  you  feel  the  rural  and  urban  districts  are 
virtually  interdependent,  and  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  as  a  whole,  cannot  be  attained 
apart  from  the  prosperity  of  each  section  of  it; 
and  y.ou  are  prepared  to  admit  that  if  the  Island  were 
being  divided  for  purposes  of  local  government  for  the 
'  first  time,  the  suburban  areas  would  have  to  be  allocated 
to  the  towns  they  adjoin.  But,  while  you  do  so,  you 
remember  local  government  is  not  commencing  here, 
that  changes  would  involve  serious  dislocations  of  exist¬ 
ing  arrangements,  and  that  if  your  rateable  value  is  taken 
from  you  everyone  of  your  ratepayers  is  rendered 
poorer ;  and  you  look  to  those  who  have  the  power  to 
interfere,  to  take  broad  views  of  your  responsibilities  and 
of  their  own.  You  have  also  resisted  the  proposed 
experiment  to  create,  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  majority 
of  its  ratepayers,  a  local  board  district  in  a  place  which 
is  as  yet  unprepared  for  it.  The  end  in  view  is  the 
general  sanitary  well-being,  and  while  much  remains  to 
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be  done  to  secure  this  under  existing  arrangements,  it 
would  seem  to  be  undesirable  to  make  changes  which,  so 
far  as  your  District  is  concerned,  would  have  the  effect  of 
retarding  progress. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1892,  a  County  Council  Enquiry  was 
held  at  Freshwater,  as  the  result  of  a  memorial  signed 
by  49  ratepayers  of  that  parish,  praying  the  Council  to 
form  a  Local  Board  District  of  about  600  acres,  at  Fresh¬ 
water  Bay.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted.  A 
petition,  signed  by  80  per  cent  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
proposed  district,  among  whom  were  included  half  of 
those  who  memoralized  the  County  Council,  was  subse¬ 
quently  presented  to  you,  praying  you  to  appeal  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Council.  This  you  did,  and  Mr.  Arnold  White  held  an 
Enquiry  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Authority  accordingly. 

The  evidence  given  on  behalf  of  the  promoters,  several 
of  whom  were  members  of  the  Parochial  Committee,  was 
to  the  effect  that  you  had  neglected  your  responsibilities, 
and  that  Freshwater  required  sewers,  scavenging,  build¬ 
ing  bye-laws,  regulations  for  hackney  carriages,  and 
other  sanitary  provisions,  which  you  had  not  furnished. 
O11  the  other  hand  it  was  urged  that  you  had  appointed  a 
Parochial  Committee  of  the  leading  residents,  to  whom 
you  referred  all  matters,  and  whom  }tou  trusted  to  report 
to  you  upon  the  sanitary  needs  of  the  place.  You  ob¬ 
tained  urban  powers  to  make  bye-laws  years  ago,  and 
you  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  a  set  of 
bye-laws  which  were  altogether  inadequate  to  the 
necessities  of  Freshwater,  but  which  were  the  utmost  to 
which  the  Parochial  Committee  would  consent.  These 
were  not  authorized  because,  among  other  reasons,  they 
gave  sanction  to  insanitary  arrangements.  Although  the 
Easter  Vestry  in  1892  assented  to  scavenging,  the  "Paro¬ 
chial  Committee  had  previously  on  more  than  one  occasion 
declined  to  accept  the  loan  of  a  horse  and  cart  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  The  reply  to  the  statement  of  your  representatives 
was  that  the  Parochial  Committee  did  not  act  because  they 
had  not  power  to  initiate  and  carry  through  measures 
apart  from  your  Authority. 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  arrived  is  probably  the  very  best  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  and,  it  is  certainly  that  which  is  most  likely  to 
secure  the  interests  of  the  public  well-being.  As  I  have 
already  stated  they  require  you  to  sewer  the  place,  to 
apply  for  urban  powers,  which  you  have  already  done,  and 
to  adopt  and  enforce  building  bye-laws.  You  have  agreed 
to  accept  these  conditions,  and  when  they  are  carried  out 
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the  necessities  of  Norton  Green  and  Norton,  as  well  as  of 
Freshwater  Gate  and  the  School  Green  district,  will  be  met. 
But  to  sewer  Freshwater  will  be  a  very  serious  undertaking, 
involving  considerable  outlay,  and  in  connection  with 
which  formidable  engineering  difficulties  must  be  over¬ 
come.  It  will  be  incumbent  upon  you,  therefore,  to 
call  to  your  aid  the  highest  and  most  experienced 
engineering  skill  you  can  obtain  as  I  have  before  said. 


In  the  Autumn  of  1890  a  Count}^  Council  Enquiry  was 
held  at  Shanklin,  in  response  to  an  application  from  the 
Local  Board  of  that  town  to  include  within  its  boun¬ 
daries  a  part  of  the  Lake  Special  Drainage  District,  and 
part  of  the  Parish  of  Shanklin  lying  within  your  District. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  who  conducted  the  En¬ 
quiry  was  unfavourable,  and  the  County  Council  refused 
the  application.  In  1893  the  Local  Board  again  applied 
to  the  County  Council  to  extend  their  district.  The 
scheme  submitted  proposed  to  include  more  of  your 
District  in  one  direction  and  less  in  another,  but  having 
regard  to  the  objections  of  your  Authority  it  was  practi¬ 
cally  the  same  scheme.  The  differently  constituted 
Committee  who  held  the  Enquiry  reported  favourably, 
and  the  County  Council  granted  the  application.  At  the 
first  enquiry  the  extension  was  opposed  by  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  several  private  persons  whose  interests  were 
conciliated  by  the  second  scheme  ;  but  the  public  interest 
remained  unaffected  by  it.  At  the  first  enquiry  a  large 
number  of  the  ratepayers  resident  in  the  section  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  included,  spontaneously  protested  by  petition 
against  the  proposition  ;  at  the  second  enquiry  a  petition 
in  favour  of  inclusion  was  presented,  to  which  was  ap¬ 
pended  the  signatures  of  a  much  smaller  body  of  rate¬ 
payers  obtained  by  an  active  canvass  and  much  misrepre¬ 
sentation.  You  have  memoralised  the  Local  Government 
Board  against  the  decision  of  the  County  Council,  and  an 
enquiry  is  to  be  held  in  the  matter. 


Extension  of  the 
Shanklin  Local 
Board  District. 


When  the  Local  Board  District  of  Shanklin  was  settled, 
the  boundary  followed  that  of  the  parish  of  Shanklin,  vw*~ 
but  did  not  include  the  whole  of  that  parish.  Imme¬ 
diately  beyond  this  boundary,  on  the  north  and  west,  was 
a  section  of  the  parish  of  Brading  which  had  been  built 
upon.  The  owners  of  the  extra-urban  houses  before 
you  came  into  existence  as  a  Sanitary  Authority  made 
sewers,  which  discharged  into  the  urban  outfall  sewer  by 
arrangement  with  the  Local  Board,  by  which  the  occu¬ 
piers  were  to  pay  to  them  a  rate  equal  to  one-fourth  of 
the  district  rate  of  Shanklin  for  the  time  being.  This 
rate  has  amounted  in  recent  years  to  a  payment  to 
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Shanklin  of  £}%o  per  annum,  equivalent  to  a  loan  for  30 
years  of  gj|,§oo.  You  have  relaicl  some  of  these  sewers 
and  constructed  others,  the  cost  being  paid  out  of  the 
current  rate.  You  have  also  secured  for  this  part  of  your 
District  an  abundant  independent  water  supply.  For  this 
purpose  you  formed  a  special  drainage  district  known  as 
the  Fake  Special  Drainage  District,  in  which  is  included 
the  district  lying  between  the  boundaries  of  the  Sandown 
and  Shanklin  Focal  Board  Districts  consisting  of  Gatten 
and  Fake.  The  part  of  the  drainage  district  adjoining 
Shanklin  is  of  high  rateable  value,  while  that  adjoining 
Sandown,  occupied  by  a  working  class  population,  is  of  low 
rateable  value.  The  Shanklin  section  is  sewered,  the  other 
part  of  the  drainage  district  is  unsewered,  but  it  has  an 
independent  water  supply.  You  have  adopted  a  scheme 
for  sewering  Gatten  and  Fake,  the  sewer  to  discharge 
into  the  Sandown  outfall  tanks,  for  which  accommodation 
the  Sandown  Focal  Board  propose  to  take  the  amount  of 
a  penny  rate  levied  upon  the  houses  which  drain  into  the 
Fake  and  Gatten  sewer.  Obviously  you  will  be  unable 
to  carry  out  this  scheme  if  the  Fake  Special  Drainage 
District  is  broken  up  by^  the  absorption  of  the  valuable 
part  of  it  by  Shanklin,  as  the  incidence  of  rating  upon 
the  individual  ratepayer  in  the  other  part  of  it  will  be 
more  than  he  is  able  to  bear.  At  the  same  time  if  the 
charge  made  by  Sandown  were  to  be  levied  upon  the 
whole  of  this  district,  it  would  be  equitable  that  the 
charge  made  by  Shanklin  should  be  levied  upon  the 
whole  of  the  district  also.  Another  part  of  your  District 
which  is  included  in  the  Shanklin  scheme  of  extension 
is  that  known  as  the  New  or  Whitelev  Bank  Road,  in  the 
parish  of  Shanklin,  in  which  superior  houses  of  high 
rental  are  being  built.  This  road  is  not  sewered,  and 
the  inhabitants  complain  of  the  burden  and  nuisance  of 
scavenging  cesspits.  Sufficient  care  is  not  taken  in  your 
District  to  prevent  the  owners  of  building  estates  throw¬ 
ing  the  cost  of  sewering  them  on  the  community. 

Your  District  cannot  afford  to  lose  rating  value,  but 
you  have  exhibited  no  narrow  spirit  of  selfishness  in  the 
course  you  have  taken.  Some  time  ago  you  offered  to 
cede  to  the  Shanklin  Focal  Board  a  section  of  the  popu¬ 
lous  part  of  the  Fake  Special  Drainage  District,  if  the 
Sandown  Focal  Board  would  relieve  you  of  your  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  other  part.  But  Sandown  declined,  and 
still  declines  to  accept  responsibilities  unaccompanied  by 
commensurate  pecuniary  advantage,  and  Shanklin  will 
not  take  it  over. 

The  evidence  at  the  enquiry  went  to  show  that  the 
streets  were  not  lighted  in  your  District  or  the  roads,  and 
especially  the  sidewalks,  made  properly  or  kept  in  proper 
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repair.  You  have  not  been  indifferent  to  the  question  of 
lighting,  and  you  have  ascertained  that  from  the  end  of 
July  to  May  20th  the  lighting  of  the  roads  at  Shanklin 
would  cost  £2  15s.  od.  per  lamp  in  each  year.  But  the 
inhabitants,  who  so  strongly  desire  to  have  their  roads 
lighted,  have  not  taken  in  hand  the  collection  of  the 
amount  necessary  (^33  a  year),  as  they  have  done  at 
Bonchurch  and  Carisbrooke,  and  neither  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  district  nor  the  Parochial  Committee  have 
concerned  themselves  to  do  so.  The  Private  Street 
Works  Act,  1892,  would  probably  enable  you,  where 
needed,  to  make  and  put  in  proper  repair  the  sidewalks. 
Had  they  been  true,  the  most  damaging  evidence  given  at 
the  enquiry  were  the  unscrupulous  assertions  of  sanitary 
neglect  by  your  Authority  and  your  officers.  It  was 
stated  that  after  enteric  fever  at  Hide  and  in  the  Wilton 
Road  nothing  had  been  done.  At  Hide  not  only  were 
the  sanitary  defects  remedied  at  Grove  Ground  Cottages 
at  large  outlay,  but  an  independent  water  supply  was 
brought  to  them  in  pipes.  In  the  Wilton  Road  the 
well  at  the  house  particularly  referred  to  was  better  pro¬ 
tected,  although  this  was  not  the  source  of  the  disease, 
and  the  stack  pipes  were  repaired  ;  and  you  ventilated 
the  sewer,  from  which  apparently  the  outbreak  originated, 
by  erecting  shafts,  and  you  constructed  a  flushing 
chamber.  You  are  at  considerable  disadvantage  at  an 
enquiry  of  this  kind,  because  you  are  unable  to  refer  to 
the  sanitary  shortcomings  of  the  annexing  Authority. 
At  Shanklin  you  can  only  point  to  the  fact  that  you  have 
an  abundant  water  supply  and  properly  ventilated  sewers. 
It  is  a  most  serious  question  for  your  District  whether  a 
County  Council  Committee  sit  as  a  judicial  body  when 
holding  an  enquiry,  because  it  must  make  all  the  difference 
as  regards  weight  of  advocacy  if  private  persons  for 
private  reasons  oppose  or  can  be  persuaded  to  with¬ 
draw  their  opposition,  the  general  interest  of  the  public 
remaining  the  same. 

You  received  notice  from  the  Corporation  of  Ryde  of 
their  intention  to  apply  for  an  extension  of  the  Borough 
to  include  all  the  outlying  districts.  These  districts  have 
sewers  and  independent  water  supplies.  It  was  subse¬ 
quently  intimated  to  you  that  the  question  of  extension 
was  postponed.  It  was  proposed  to  include  Carisbrooke 
in  the  Borough  of  Newport,  but  after  ascertaining  the 
probable  cost  of  a  system  of  sewerage,  the  Corporation 
have  decided  not  to  move  further  at  present.  The  Docal 
Board  of  West  Cowes  have  had  before  them  the  question 
of  including  Gurnard  within  their  district.  This  question 
would  be  less  difficult  to  solve  if  you  had  constructed 
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sewers  and  had  given  an  independent  water  supply  to 
Gurnard,  for  their  rateable  value  could  be  annexed  with¬ 
out  the  drawback  of  serious  responsibilities,  as  at  Shank- 
lin.  The  Ventnor  Local  Board  have  also  under  con¬ 
sideration  the  extension  of  their  District.  Their  scheme 
has  not  yet  been  publicly  announced,  but  it  will  probably 
propose  to  include  128  houses,  some  of  which  are  of  large 
rating  value  and  are  sewered,  and  all  have  an  indepen¬ 
dent  water  supply.  It  may  also  include  the  absorption  of 
Bon church. 

The  constant  unrest  caused  b}^  the  uncertainty  as  to 
the  future  of  your  District  does  not  conduce  to  its  prosper¬ 
ity  or  its  sanitary  development.  The  fear  is,  lest  your 
administration  should  be  paralysed  by  the  fulfilment  of 
what  are,  possibty,  the  legitimate  aspirations  of  the 
towns  on  the  one  hand,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
yielding  to  the  exigencies  of  rival  watering  places, 
stimulated,  it  maybe,  by  the  competition  of  health  resorts 
on  the  mainland.  And  you  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  in  the  past,  parts  of  your  District  have  been  absorbed, 
the  sanitary  requirements  of  which  have  not  been  at¬ 
tended  to  for  many  years.  Comparisons  are  proverbially 
odious,  and  it  would  not  be  for  the  good  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight  to  point  out  the  defects  of  our  neighbours  ;  but  it 
does  occur  to  one  that  a  controlling  Authority  may  find 
an  immense  field  for  its  energies  in  raising  the  standard 
of  sanitary  duty  throughout  the  Island.  The  time 
chosen,  too,  for  disturbing  existing  arrangements  would 
appear  to  be  particularly  inopportune,  seeing  that 
Councils  are  about  to  be  established  in  the  parishes,  and 
that  the  constitution  of  your  Authority  is  about  to  be 
changed. 

The  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  does  not  make  the 
Parish  Council  the  local  Sanitary  Authority ;  but  it  gives 
it  power  to  utilise  any  well,  spring,  or  stream  within  the 
parish,  for  purposes  of  wTater  supply ;  and  to  deal  with 
any  pond,  pool,  open  ditch,  drain,  or  place  containing,  or 
used  for  the  collection  of  any  drainage,  filth,  stagnant 
water,  or  matter  likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  health.  The 
Parish  Council  have  power  to  complain  to  the  County 
Council,  if  the  Rural  District  Council  is  in  default  as  re¬ 
gards  sewers  or  water  supply,  or  in  the  enforcement  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  wdiich  it  is 
their  duty  to  enforce  within  the  parish  ;  and  the  County 
Council,  if  satisfied  after  due  enquiry  that  the  District 
Council  is  in  default,  may  transfer  the  duties  and  powers 
of  the  District  Council  in  the  matter  of  complaint  to 
themselves,  or  may  issue  an  order,  and  may  appoint  a 
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person  to  perform  the  duty  mentioned  in  the  order.  The 
Rural  District  Council  may  delegate  to  a  Parish  Council 
any  power  which  maybe  delegated  to  a  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee  under  the  Public  HeaBflTActs  ;  and  where  a  Rural 
District  Council  appoint  a  Parochial  Committee  consist¬ 
ing  partly  of  members  of  the  District  Council  and  partly 
of  other  persons,  those  other  persons  shall  be  or  be 
selected  from  the  Parish  Council.  Where  a  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  have  determined  to  adopt  plans  for  the 
sewerage  or  water  supply  of  any  contributory  place  with¬ 
in  the  District,  they  must  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Parish 
Council  of  the  parish  for  which  the  works  are  to  be  pro¬ 
vided,  before  any  contract  is  entered  into  by  them  for  the 
execution  of  the  works.  The  Parish  Council  may  not 
incur  expenses  or  liabilities  which  will  involve  a  rate  ex¬ 
ceeding  3d.  in  the  £  for  any  local  financial  year,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Parish  Meeting,  or  exceeding  6d.  in  the 
£  with  the  consent  of  the  Parish  Meeting.  And  they 
cannot  raise  a  loan  without  the  consent  of  both  the  Par¬ 
ish  Meeting  and  the  County  Council.  The  Parish  Coun¬ 
cil  will  be  elected  annually. 

The  Rural  District  Council  will  be  a  corporate  body.  It 
will  become  both  the  Highway  and  the  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority.  The  Docal  Government  Board  may,  by  gen¬ 
eral  order,  give  the  District  Council  all  urban  powers, 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  or  any  other  Act ;  the  power 
to  make  such  general  orders  is  in  addition  to  powers  con¬ 
ferred  upon  the  Board  by  Sec.  276  P.H.A.,  1875.  This 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  your  District.  Among 
other  powers — as  that  of  licensing  knackers’  yards,  gang 
masters,  dealers  in  game,  passage  masters,  and  emigrant 
runners,  the  granting  of  pawnbrokers’  certificates,  the 
abolition  of  fairs  and  alteration  of  days  of  holding  them — 
it  will  be  the  local  authority  for  the  execution  of  the 
Acts  relating  to  infant  life  protection.  The  term  of  office 
of  a  councillor  will  be  three  years,  and  one  third  of  the 
council  will  go  out  of  office  each  year. 

What  the  effect  of  the  experiment  in  parish  govern¬ 
ment  upon  the  interests  of  the  public  health  in  your  Dist¬ 
rict  will  be,  is  problematical.  If  the  new  bodies  fall 
under  the  influence  of  the  small  tenement  owners  or  of 
the  agents  of  political  parties,  the  outlook  will  not  be 
encouraging.  Inexperience  and  want  of  acquaintance 
with  sanitary  matters  may  be  corrected  if  those  familiar 
with  affairs  should  be  anxious  to  become  members  of 
more  councils,  all  being  eligible  for  election  to  the  Parish 
Council  who  have  resided  twelve  months  within  three 
miles  of  the  parish.  But  when  you  sit  as  a  Rural  Dis- 


Parocliial 

Committees. 


4$ 


trict  Council  you  will  probably  find  it  as  necessary  to 
make  use  of  parochial  committees  as  you  do  now,  and  it 
is  desirable  that  more  careful  attention  should  be  given 
to  the  consitution  of  these  committees  than  it  has  hither¬ 
to  received.  The  composition  of  the  committees  you 
have  appointed  is  scarcely  that  contemplated  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  in  sec.  202,  which  is  a  committee  con¬ 
sisting  wholly  of  members  of  the  Sanitary  Authority, 
or  partly  of  such  members  and  partly  of  ratepayers  of  the 
contributory  place  for  which  it  is  appointed.  Your 
committees  consist  of  ratepayers  of  the  contributory 
place  and  the  member  or  members  of  the  Authority  rep¬ 
resenting  that  place.  You  have  acted  upon  the  principle 
that  parochial  committees  are  useful  because  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  a  place  ought  to  know  its  needs  better  than  the 
representatives  of  a  widely  scattered  population.  But  the 
obligation  to  know  the  sanitary  needs  of  every  place  in 
your  District  and  to  meet  them,  rests  with  3/ou,  and  your 
parochial  committees  should  either  consist  in  larger 
measure  of  members  of  your  Authority,  or  entirely  of 
such  members.  Some  of  the  parochial  committees  have 
done  excellent  work,  and  these  are  the  committees 
which  contain  trained  men  who  understand  your  legal 
obligations,  and  who  are  able  to  influence  their  col¬ 
leagues  to  carry  out  your  instructions  in  the  spirit  of 
those  obligations.  Other  committees  have  not  only 
acted  contrary  to  your  instructions,  but  they  have  ob¬ 
structed  you  and  endeavoured  to  defeat  your  intentions. 
Sometimes  you  have  acquiesced  as  if  the  committees  were 
independent  boards,  and  3^011  were  simply  a  controlling 
authority  ;  sometimes  you  have  complained  and  threat¬ 
ened  them.  For  example,  3^011  have  settled  a  scheme  of 
water  supply  of  a  village  upon  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee  of  3Tour  members,  and  a  parochial  committee 
have  preferred  to  clean  out  an  old  disused  well  without 
counting  the  cost ;  and  before  rescinding  3Tour  resolution, 
or  making  further  enquiry,  or  even  requiring  an  estimate 
to  be  furnished,  you  have  sanctioned  and  given  effect 
to  the  change  of  plan.  In  another  case  a  water  diviner 
chose  the  site  of  a  public  well  for  the  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee  during  the  3rear  under  review.  I11  this  instance 
no  public  detriment  followed  because  it  was  immaterial 
where  the  well  was  sunk,  as  the  water-bearing  stratum 
extends  beneath  and  for  miles  on  each  side  the  place  at 
a  certain  distance  below  the  surface.  During  the  past 
year  another  parochial  committee  have  given  you  much 
trouble  because  the  members  were  not  in  sympathy  with 
3^our  object — a  most  important  one — and  opposed  3rou 
on  the  ground  of  expense.  There  can  be  little  doubt  it 
would  have  been  for  the  public  good  had  you  exercised 
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your  powers  under  the  section  and  dissolved  this  com¬ 
mittee.  Yon  may  also  have  dissolved  other  committees 
with  advantage.  — — 

In  -my  opinion  the  details  of  all  schemes  involving 
expenditure  on  public  works  should  be  very  carefully 
considered  by  a  committee  of  members  of  your  Authority, 
and  the  members  of  this  committee  other  than  the 
representative  or  representatives  of  the  contributory 
place,  should  join  the  Parochial  Committee  while  the 
scheme  is  under  consideration  and  the  work  is  in  pro¬ 
gress. 


In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  a  case  in  which  be£al  Proceed- 
your  Inspector  was  refused  access  to  premises  in  the  mgb 
course  of  his  routine  duty.  You  obtained  an  order 
under  Section  102  P.H.A.,  1875.  It  was  found  that  the 
premises  were  insanitary.  The  scullery  drain,  covered 
by  a  bell-trap,  was  not  disconnected  ;  a  midden  privy, 
with  a  large  cesspit,  existed  beneath  the  scullery  window 
and  was  a  nuisance ;  the  soil  drain  of  a  metal-container 
pan  closet — opening  out  of  a  conservatory,  which  com¬ 
municated  with  the  house — was  unventilated,  and  had  no 
open  air  disconnection  between  the  house  and  the  ditch 
into  which  its  contents  and  the  rest  of  the  house  sewage 
discharged  at  a  short  distance  from  the  dwelling.  The 
ditch  communicated  with  the  Yar.  The  dip-well,  situated 
close  to  the  farm  yard,  was  insufficiently  protected  from 
surface  pollution  and  soakage.  You  ordered  certain  work 
to  be  done,  and  when  the  Inspector  in  the  ordinary  course 
visited  the  premises  to  ascertain  if  your  directions  had 
been  obeyed,  access  was  again  refused.  You  applied  for  a 
penalty  under  Sec.  103  P.H.A.,  1875.  The  defendant  gave 
notice  of  appeal.  When  the  time  had  expired  without 
an  appeal  having  been  made,  and  access  was  again 
refused,  you  once  more  applied  for  an  order,  which  was 
granted ;  .  but  this  order  has  also  been  disobeyed  by 
refusal  to  admit. 

At  Wroxall  your  Inspector  was  refused  access  to  a 
cottage  by  the  occupier,  who  submitted  to  the  order  you 
obtained  from  the  Magistrates.  The  place  was  in  a 
filthy  condition. 

You  ordered  a  ventilating  shaft  to  be  placed  on  the 
Mall  at  Brading,  the  highest  point  of  the  Brading  sewer¬ 
age  system.  The  exact  site,  settled  by  the  Brading 
Parochial  Committee  at  your  request,  was  objected  to  by 
the  residents  of  the  locality,  who  memorialised  you  and 
offered  to  pay  the  additional  cost  of  adopting  another 
site.  The  Committee  objected  to  the  site  chosen  by 
them  being  altered,  upon  principle,  and  you  ordered  the 
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work  to  proceed.  Much  “feeling”  resulted,  and  one  of 
the  residents  engaged  persons  to  shovel  back  the  earth 
as  it  was  dug  out  for  the  shaft.  You  prosecuted  him  for 
this  obstruction,  and  he  was  convicted  and  fined. 

You  also  prosecuted  a  builder  for  permitting  a  new 
house  to  be  occupied  without  certificate,  contrary  to 
Sec.  6  P.H.  (Water)  A.,  1878,  and  he  was  fined. 


The  Inspectors  have  furnished  me  with  the  following 
summary  of  their  work  : — 


EAST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Rfports  made  during  the  Year  1893. 


Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported 
,,  ,,  abated  without  final  notice 

,,  final  notices  served 
Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair . 

Houses  closed  by  order  ...  . 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfected 

Legal  proceedings  taken 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

Privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed 

Privies  put  on  the  pail  system  ...  . 

Wells  sunk  and  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained 

Wells  cleaned . 

Wells  closed  . 

Defective  pumps  repaired  . 

Pumps  provided 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  the  sewer 
House  drains  repaired  and  trapped 
Refuse  accumulations  removed 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected . 

Dairies  limewashed  after  notice  . 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice 
Sewers  extended,  relaid,  and  ventilated 


373 

178 

31 

<J 

3 
6 

63 

4 
3 

3 
25 
18 
48 
10 

12 

8 

23 

67 

2 

58 

11 

6 

4 
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Houses  Built  and  Occupied  in  1893. 


Village  of 
Bembridge 

Parish  of 

Brading 

Certificate. 

6 

Brading 

. . . 

B  ... 

... 

1 

Lake 

... 

— 

1 

Shanklin  — 

— 

— 

2 

Rookley  — 

— 

Arreton  — 

— 

1 

Gfodshill  — 

— 

Godshill  — 

— 

1 

Mersley  — 

— 

Newchurch  — 

— 

2 

B  instead  — 

— 

B  instead  — 

— 

2 

16  Houses. 


WEST  MEDENE  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Work  done  for  Year  1893. 


Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters  reported  ...  ...  392 

,,  „  abated  without  final  notice  ...  ...  193 

,,  final  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  closed  by  order  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  cleansed  and  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Legal  proceedings  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privy  cesspools  provided  and  properly  constructed  ...  ...  32 

Privies  put  on  the  pail  system  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Wells  sunk  and  other  improved  supplies  of  water  obtained  ...  79 

Wells  cleansed .  9 

Wells  closed  .  — 

Defective  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Pumps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Houses  drained  and  connected  with  sewer...  ...  ...  ...  11 

House  drains  repaired  and  trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Refuse  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dairies  inspected  and  re-inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Dairies  lime  washed  after  notice  .  13 

Bakehouses  limewashed  after  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Persons  selling  milk  without  being  registered  .  1 

Water  mains  laid  by  R.S.A .  1 
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Houses  Buiet  and  Occupied  in  1893. 


Parish 

With 

Certificate. 

Without 

Certificate. 

Freshwater 

•  •  • 

23 

North  wood 

•  •  • 

21 

1 

Yarmouth 

•  •  • 

2 

Carisbrooke 

... 

5 

Brooke 

•  •  • 

1 

Shalfleet 

... 

1 

53 

1  Total  54 

The  subjoined  meteorological  summary  for  the  year 
1893,  taken  from  the  observations  of  temperature  and 
rainfall  made  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Watts,  M.A.,  at  Eugley 
House,  Newport,  which  is  about  44  feet  above  sea  level, 
has  been  kindly  supplied  to  me  : — 


MONTH. 

Maximum 

for 

Month. 

Minimum 

for 

Month. 

Mean 

Daily 

Maxi¬ 

mum. 

Mean 
Daily 
Mini¬ 
mum  . 

Mean 

Temper¬ 

ature. 

'Rainfall 

for 

Month. 

No. 

of 

Wet 

Days. 

Greatest 

Fall 

in  oueDay. 

Jan. 

5F0 
on  29th 

14-9 
on  5th 

41*2 

31*5 

36*3 

2*24 

16 

0*75 
on  9th 

Feb.  ... 

56 '8 
on  19th 

25*0 
on  6  th 

48-5 

38*3 

43*4 

3*74 

22 

0*64 
on  20tli 

March . . . 

67-0 
on  30th 

22-5 
on  19  th 

56*1 

35*1 

45*6 

0*54 

5 

0*20 
on  2nd 

April  ... 

79-0 
on  20th 

23-9 
on  16th 

63*7 

37*5 

50*6 

0*05 

2 

0*04 
on  29th 

May 

77-0 
on  6th 

39*0 
on  12th 

68*3 

46*1 

57*2 

0*96 

7 

0*32 
on  17  th 

June  ... 

90-5 
on  19  th 

35*4 
on  ]  st 

72*4 

50*2 

61*3 

1*63 

8 

0*82 
on  27th 

July  ... 

81-7 
on  2nd 

50-0 
on  28th 

71*1 

55*6 

63*3 

5*28 

13 

1*29 
on  15th 

Aug.  ... 

86 '8 
on  17th 

42*6 
on  26th 

72*8 

54*3 

63*6 

0*54 

6 

0*21 
on  1st 

Sept.  ... 

76-8 
on  6  th 

34-7 
on  24th 

66*5 

48*3 

57*4 

2*65 

15 

0*61 

on  19tli 

Oct. 

65*5 
on  21st 

30-8 
on  31st 

59*2 

43*6 

51*4 

5*47 

21 

1*78 
on  17  th 

Nov.  ... 

60-0 
on  3rd 

23*0 
on  1st 

48*7 

37*6 

43*1 

2*08 

15 

0*33 
on  25th 

Dec.  ... 

55-0 
on  13th 

17*5 
on  3rd 

47*0 

34*6 

40*8 

3*35 

16 

0*74 
on  12th 

The  rainfall  at  Newport  in  1893  was  28*53  inches 
against  24*97  inches  in  1892,  38*96  inches  in  1891,  26*31 
inches  in  1890,  28*34  inches  in  1889,  29*02  inches  in  1888, 
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24*43  inches  in  1887,  38-07  inches  in  1886,  and  29-32  inches 
in  1885.  The  number  of  wet  days  in  1893  were  146 
against  172  in  1892,  172  in  1891,  153  in  1890,  163  in  1889, 

179  in  1888,  141  in  1887,  202  in  1886,  and  159  in  1885. 

Tim  weather  of  1893  was  again  exceptional.  In  The  weather  of 
Ja?iuary  it  was  cold  and  showery.  The  severe  weather  of  1893' 
the  last  week  of  1892  continued  to  the  middle  of  the 
month.  The  mean  morning  temperature  was  3-0  below 
that  of  21  years  in  January.  The  lowest  temperature  of 
the  month  was  14-9  on  the  5th,  and  the  highest  was  51-0 
on  the  29th.  2-24  inches  of  rain  fell  on  16  days.  February 
was  a  very  wet  and  unsettled  month,  with  two  or  three 
very  stormy  days.  The  mean  morning  temperature  was 
i*o  above  the  average  of  21  years.  The  lowest  tempera¬ 
ture  was  25-0  on  the  6th,  and  the  highest  56-8  on  the  19th. 

3-74  inches  of  rain  fell  on  22  days.  March  was  bright  and 
sunny,  with  only  slight  rain  on  5  days.  There  was 
absolute  drought  for  the  last  17  days.  In  the  previous 
18  years  there  were  only  4  days  in  which  the  rain  was 
less.  The  fruit  trees  were  nearly  3  weeks  earlier  than 
usual.  The  lowest  temperature  was  22-5  on  the  19th,  and 
the  highest  was  67*0  on  the  30th,  only  0-54  inch  of  rain 
fell.  April  was  a  remarkable  month.  There  was  almost 
absolute  drought ;  and  it  was  the  hottest  and  driest  April 
remembered,  the  mean  morning  temperature  being  5-0 
above  the  average  of  21  years,  and  about  equal  to  the 
average  of  May.  The  highest  temperature  registered  at 
Newport,  where  only  0-05  inch  of  rain  fell,  was  79*0  on 
the  20th,  and  the  lowest  was  23-9  on  the  16th.  The  next 
month  was  the  hottest  May  for  22  years,  the  morning 
temperature  being  nearly  4-0  above  the  average  of  the 
month.  The  maximum  temperature  was  77-0  on  the  6th, 

2-o  lower  than  the  maximum  of  April,  but  the  minimum 
was  39-0  on  the  12th,  15*0  above  the  lowest  temperature 
of  the  previous  month.  0-96  inch  of  rain  fell.  In  three 
months  the  rainfall  scarcely  exceeded  inches,  the 
smallest  rainfall  for  three  months  in  i8£  years.  With  the 
exception  of  1878  June  was  the  hottest  June  for  19  years. 

The  highest  temperature  was  90-5  on  the  19th,  and  the 
lowest  was  35-4  on  the  1st.  1*03  inches  of  rain  fell,  the 
rainfall  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  June  having  been  greater 
than  in  other  places  in  the  South  of  England.  July  was 
the  wettest  July  remembered.  5-28  inches  of  rain  fell  at 
Newport.  The  highest  temperature,  81*7,  was  on  the 
2nd,  and  the  lowest,  50*0,  was  on  the  28th.  August  was  a 
fine,  hot,  dry  month.  The  mean  morning  temperature 
was  more  than  2*0  above  the  average.  The  mean  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  middle  fortnight — from  the  7th  to  the 
20th — was  higher  than  the  mean  temperature  ol  any 
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fortnight  in  August  for  20  years.  The  maximum  tem¬ 
perature  was  86'8  on  the  17th,  and  the  minimum  tempera¬ 
ture  was  42*6  on  the  26th.  0*54  inch  of  rain  fell  at 

Newport.  The  first  half  of  September  was  fine  and  dry, 
but  the  drought  ceased  on  the  19th,  and  there  was  much 
rain  during  the  last  days  of  the  month.  The  rainfall  of 
the  month  was  2.65  inches.  The  mean  morning  tempera¬ 
ture  was  0-3  above  the  average  for  September.  The 
maximum  temperature  was  76*8  on  the  6th,  and  the 
minimum  was  347  on  the  24th.  The  early  part  of 
October  was  mild  and  wet,  the  last  two  days  were  bright 
and  cold.  The  highest  temperature  was  65 7  on  the  21st, 
and  the  lowest  was  30*8  on  the  31st.  5-47  inches  of  rain  fell, 
the  highest  rainfall  of  any  month  in  1893.  November  was  a 
cold,  variable  month,  with  sudden  changes.  On  the  18th 
there  was  a  severe  storm.  The  mean  morning  tempera¬ 
ture  was  2*6  below  the  average  of  the  month.  The  maxi¬ 
mum  temperature  was  6o-o  on  the  3rd,  and  the  minimum 
was  23-o  on  the  1st.  2'o8  inches  of  rain  fell  at  Newport. 
The  first  and  last  weeks  of  December  were  fine,  as  were 
two  or  three  days  in  the  end  of  the  first  fortnight.  There 
were  great  storms  on  the  12th  and  20th,  that  on  the  12th 
having  been  particularly  severe.  The  mean  morning 
temperature  was  3.9  above  the  average.  The  highest 
temperature  was  55*0  on  the  13th,  and  the  lowest  was 
17*5  on  the  3rd.  The  rainfall  for  the  month  was  3*35 
inches. 

The  effect  of  the  weather  upon  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity  was  less  apparent  than  in  some  years,  but  on  the 
whole  it  seemed  to  be  more  favourable  than  in  1892.  The 
majority  of  the  eases  of  enteric  fever  occurred  from 
March  to  July,  and  corresponded  with  a  low  level  of  the 
underground  water.  The  mortality  in  England  and 
Wales,  which  reached  its  maximum  in  1891 — when  it  was 
20*2  per  1,000  living,  after  having  been  19*5  in  1890  and 
1 7 '9  in  1889 — fell  to  19-0  in  1892,  and  rose  again  slightly 
to  19*2  last  year.  The  death-rate  among  persons  aged 
60  }^ears  and  over  was  71*1  per  1,000  living  in  1893,  after 
having  been  75-5  in  1892,  81 -6  in  1891,  75*3  in  1890,  and 
68' 1  in  1889.  The  death-rate  among  persons  aged 
between  one  year  and  60  was  io-o  per  1,000.  It  was  9-9 
per  1,000  in  1892. 

3.  THE  SANITARY  STATE  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
GENERALEY  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  health  of  the  District  was 
good.  There  was  but  little  epidemic  disease  :  scarlatina 
had  almost  disappeared,  but  there  were  cases  of  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  in  different  localities. 
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There  was  a  case  of  scarlatina  at  Froglands  (Caris- 
brooke),  and  there  were  convalescents  from  the  disease 
at  Birchfield  (Blackwater),  Binstead,  and  Barnsley,  near 
Ryde,  in  the  parish  of  Brading. 

Whooping  congh  was  present  at  Freshwater,  Gurnard, 
Chale,  Bnddlesford,  and  Sullens  (Arreton),  and  at  Haven 
Street. 

In  describing  the  sanitary  state  of  your  District  gener¬ 
ally  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  satisfactory,  one  speaks,  of 
course,  in  a  comparative  sense.  While  so  much  remains 
to  be  done,  which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  do,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  of  the  sanitary 
state  of  any  District  as  satisfactory.  But  when  one  com¬ 
pares  the  state  of  your  District  as  it  is  to-day,  with  its 
condition  ten  3^ears  ago  or  even  three  or  four  years  ago  ; 
and  when,  as  one  passes  from  village  to  village,  one  notes 
the  signs  of  permanent  improvement  ;  and  when,  above 
all,  one  marks  the  change  of  sentiment  about  sanitary 
matters  and  the  greater  appreciation  of  their  bearing 
upon  the  public  health  and  the  well-being  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  both  on  the  part  of  your  Authority  and  of  the 
people,  one  cannot  but  regard  as  satisfactory  the  advance 
which  has  been  made. 

The  failure  of  a  financial  compai^  has  retarded  the 
development  of  Bembridge,  for  whereas  it  had  increased 
by  fifteen  houses  at  the  end  of  1892,  only  six  new  houses 
were  built  during  1893.  The  cleansing  of  the  level  sewer 
at  Point  and  the  provision  made  for  flushing  it  will  be 
satisfactory,  if  flushing,  which  is  too  much  neglected  not 
only  at  Bembridge  but  in  connection  with  all  your 
sewers,  be  attended  to. 

Rock’s  Dane  and  Dane  End  require  to  be  sewered.  The 
people  drink  from  rainwater  tanks,  from  shallow  wells  in 
the  gravel — more  particularly  from  that  known  as  the 
North  Well — and  from  the  independent  supply  of  the 
Bembridge  Harbour  Company,  obtained  from  the  Headon 
Beds.  At  Dane  End  the  shallow  wells  in  the  old  shingle 
bed,  upon  which  it  stands,  yield  abundant  water,  fast 
becoming  suspicious  in  quality.  None  other  than  solid 
tube  wells  should  be  used  at  Dane  End.  It  was  hoped 
the  Headon  supply  would  be  sufficient  for  the  present 
needs  of  Bembridge  ;  but  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  private 
water  supply  simply,  for  it  is  neither  abundant  enough 
nor  cheap  enough  for  even  such  a  population.  It  is  time 
you  took  into  very  serious  consideration  the  supply  of 
this  rising  watering  place  with  wholesome  water,  The 
possible  sources  of  supply  are  the  Bembridge  Diniestone 
and  the  Chalk, 
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The  old  town  of  Brading  is  placed  upon  the  Tertiary 
Beds,  the  newer  part  to  the  south  is  situated  011  the 
Chalk.  The  main  water  supply  is  derived  from  old  public 
wells  of  no  great  depth  in  the  Bagshot  Sands.  There 
are  tw7o  or  three  deep  wells  in  the  Chalk  which  are 
of  little  service,  and  you  certify  new  houses  on  the  Mall 
and  New  Road  if  they  have  rainwater  tanks  of  sufficient 
storage  capacity,  and  if  provided  with  filters.  In  the  old 
town  you  have  certified  new  houses  on  the  supply  in  the 
street.  An  independent  water  supply  for  Brading,  if  not 
a  matter  of  absolute  urgency,  would  be  of  great  con¬ 
venience  to  the  inhabitants,  and  would  remove  a  source 
of  possible  danger.  That  such  a  supply  may  be  obtained 
there  is  little  doubt,  as  I  have  frequently  pointed  out. 
The  rivulet  in  the  Back  Bane  could  be  utilised  at  no 
great  cost.  I  have  advised  you  to  construct  3  reservoir 
at  its  source  and  to  lead  a  pipe  from  it  to  a  tap  in  the 
Back  Bane.  Instead  of  attempting  to  carry  out  the  work, 
5^011  called  the  attention  of  the  Parochial  Committee  to 
the  subject,  who  replied  that  the  information  furnished 
was  insufficient  ;  and  there  was  an  end  of  the  matter. 
The  ventilating  shaft  which  you  have  erected  on  the 
Mall  renders  the  sanitary  condition  of  Brading,  at  the 
end  of  1893,  better  than  it  was  at  the  end  of  1892.  The 
sewer  discharges  on  to  filtration  beds,  which  were  never 
large  enough  for  the  work  they  wrere  intended  to  do,  and 
they  are  to  some  extent  a  source  of  nuisance. 

Bake  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Sandown  supply. 
It  ought  to  be  sewered.  By  taking  legal  action  you  have 
at  length  got  rid  of  some  of  the  wretched  houses  which 
have  occasioned  you  so  much  trouble  at  Bake,  the  owner 
having  pulled  them  down.  Only  four,  in  twro  blocks,  re¬ 
main.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  the  pollution 
of  the  little  streamlet  at  their  back,  by  the  sewage  of 
these  houses.  Cows  drink  from  it  as  it  flows  through 
the  meadows  to  the  west  of  Sandown. 

Gatten  is  also  supplied  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water 
Works,  at  Sandown.  Gatten,  which  is  continuous  wfith 
Bake,  also  requires  a  sewer  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  you 
may  be  able  to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  you  have 
adopted  for  sewering  Gatten  and  Bake. 

The  part  of  Shanklin  for  which  you  have  been  and 
still  are  responsible,  is  situate  partly  in  the  parish  of 
Brading,  and  this  section  forms  part  of  the  Bake  Special 
Drainage  District,  and  partly  within  the  parish  of  Shank¬ 
lin.  The  Brading  parish  section  is  sewered,  and  has  an 
independent  supply  of  water  from  Sandown.  You  have 
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given  much  attention  to  this  part  of  your  District,  and 
its  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory.  The  Shanklin  par¬ 
ish  section  includes  the  Whitelyr  Bank  Road,  on  each  side 
of  which  new  houses  of  a  superior  character  have  been, 
and  are  being  built.  They  drain  into  cesspits,  which,  for 
the  most  part,  overflow  into  a  rivulet.  The  drainage  of 
many  of  these  houses  has  not  been  done  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  for  you  do  not  possess  building  bye-laws  and  do 
not  feel  it  to  be  incumbent  upon  you  to  interfere  unless 
called  upon  by  the  occupants  to  do  so.  They  are  drained, 
however,  after  the  plan  which  obtains  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  The  water  is  derived  from  wells  or  from  the 
Shanklin  supply.  The  Whitely  Bank  Road  should  be 
sewered  and  lighted.  As  regards  Shanklin  within  your 
District,  the  unsatisfactory  feature  is  that  it  is  not 
scavenged  by  you  ;  and  the  roads  are  not  lighted  or  their 
sidewalks  kept  in  proper  order.  The  sidewalks  are  par¬ 
ticularly  bad  in  the  part  included  within  the  Rake 
Special  Drainage  District ;  and  there  is  one  street,  known 
as  the  Avenue  Road,  which  is  not  “  repairable  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  large,”  that  is  to  say,  by  the  Highway  Com¬ 
missioners.  If  you  have  power  to  correct  these  defedts, 
and  do  not  use  it,  you  are  certainly  in  default.  The 
Shanklin  Bocal  Board,  wdio  as  I  have  said,  already  receive 
£%oo  per  annum  for  permitting  y^our  sewers  to  connect 
with  their  system, — the  Corporation  of  Ryde  receive  a 
capital  sum  of  £i  per  house  for  performing  the  same 
good  office  in  their  neighbourhood — propose  to  use  part  of 
the  rateable  value  they  contemplate  taking  from  you  in 
supplying  these  defects.  I  am  informed  the  owners  of  the 
houses  in  the  Brading  parish  section,  are  under  covenant 
with  the  owner  of  the  soil,  to  make,  kerb,  and  keep  in  re¬ 
pair  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  houses.  It  should 
be  your  business  to  see  that  these  covenants  are  carried 
out,  either  through  the  Highway  Commissioners  or 
directly  ;  and,  if  a  parochial  committee  are  of  any  real 
service,  they  should  interest  themselves  in  the  needs  of 
the  locality  for  which  you  have  appointed  them  to  act. 
Persons  who  are  members  of  the  Bake  Parochial  Com¬ 
mittee  and  are  also  Highway  Commissioners,  reside  in 
this  very  district,  and  other  members  of  the  committee 
are  members  of  your  Authority  and  of  the  County 
Council.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Private  Streets  Works 
Act,  1892,  you  are  clearly  in  default  in  not  having 
brought  about  a  condition  of  things  which  would  render 
this  road  “repairable  by  the  inhabitants  at  large.”  You 
could  light  this  road,  and  there  would  be  no  more 
difficulty  in  lighting  the  remaining  roads  than  is  found 
in  other  parts  of  your  District. 
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Wroxall  is  one  of  those  difficult  populous  places,  form¬ 
ing  part  of  a  wide  rural  parish,  which  require  firm  ad¬ 
ministration,  backed  by  all  the  powers  which  an  Authority 
can  obtain.  Situated  upon  the  Gault,  much  of  its  filth 
necessarily  finds  its  way  to  the  stream.  You  are  now 
taking  action  for  the  first  time  under  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Act,  against  persons  whose  cess¬ 
pits  overflow  into  the  stream.  But  not  a  tithe  of  the 
sewage  entered  the  stream  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which 
fouled  it  ten  years  ago.  You  are  about  to  give  Wroxall 
an  independent  water  supply  which  will  change  its  sani¬ 
tary  aspect  completely  ;  andfit  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  never 
be  scourged  again  by  such  severe  outbreaks  of  zymotic 
disease  as  it  has  known  in  the  past. 

Bonchurch  is  a  popular  residential  place  containing 
houses  of  a  superior  class,  and  is  much  frequented  as  a 
health  resort.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Vent- 
nor  Waterworks  ;  and  its  public  lighting  is  managed  by 
a  local  committee.  It  drains  into  deep  cesspits  and  un¬ 
used  wells,  and  is  fairly  free  from  obvious  nuisances. 

The  part  of  Ventnor  in  your  District  is  situated  in  par^ 
in  the  parish  of  Godshill,  and  in  part  in  the  parish  of 
Ventnor.  Steephill  Road  in  the  former  parish  contains 
large  houses,  and  the  houses  in  Gills  Cliff  Road  are  of  a 
superior  class.  Those  in  Upper  Ventnor  are  occupied  for 
the  most  part  by  a  working-class  population.  This 
section,  which  contains  74  houses,  is  sewered  by  a  sewer 
of  considerable  length  which  discharges  into  the  sea  at 
Steephill  Cove.  You  have  trapped  the  road  gullies  and 
are  about  to  ventilate  this  sewer  by  means  of  shaft  ven¬ 
tilators  ;  a  work  too  long  delayed.  The  water  supply^  is 
obtained  from  the  Ventnor  Waterworks.  You  are  arrang¬ 
ing  to  scavenge  this  part  of  your  District. 

Uowtherville  is  the  name  given  to  that  part  of  your 
District  within  the  parish  of  Ventnor.  It  contains  54 
houses  tenanted  almost  entirely  by  workmen  employed 
in  Ventnor.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Ventnor 
Waterworks.  The  sanitary  condition  of  Uowtherville 
has  greatly  improved,  and  it  will  be  improved  still  more 
by  the  scavenging  which  you  are  about  to  undertake  ; 
but  the  houses  have  structural  defects  which  it  is  difficult 
to  get  remedied.  The  hopper  pan  closets,  which  have  no 
water  service,  are  placed  at  the  backs  of  the  houses,  and 
the  cesspits  into  which  they  drain  are  unventilated  ;  as 
the  water  supply  is  not  constant,  many  of  the  storage 
cisterns  are  far  too  small.  The  disposal  of  house  slops, 
especially  where  houses  are  occupied  by  laundresses,  is 
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difficult,  and  attempts  are  sometimes  made  to  carry  over¬ 
flow  pipes  from  cesspits  into  the  road  drains.  Sewers 
have  long  been  felt  to  be  a  necessity  at  Lowtherville. 

But  its  situation  on  the  northern  slope  of  St.  Boniface 
Down  renders  it  almost  impossible  to  connebl  a  sewer 
with  that  which  discharges  into  the  sea  at  Steephill  Road. 

There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  draining  to  the  north  on 
to  fields  belonging  to  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which 
Lowtherville  stands. 

A  Railway  is  being  laid  to  St.  Lawrence  diredl,  and  under 
the  facilities  of  access  which  it  will  provide  will  necessa-  cliff, 
rily  advance  the  development  of  this  part  of  your  District. 

It  is  most  important  therefore,  if  only  for  the  good  of 
Ventnor,  that  you  should  strictly  c^itrol  all  building 
operations,  and  the  drainage  and  water  supply  of  the 
houses  which  will  be  built.  As  far  as  possible  the  water 
should  be  brought  from  the  cliff.  At  St.  Lawrence  the 
sewerage  arrangements  of  a  large  private  house  are  being 
entirely  re-modeled  by  your  direction.  It  is  almost  im- 
*  possible  to  conceive  there  could  have  been  freedom  from 
zymotic  disease  under  the  insanitary  conditions  which 
obtained  there.  It  has,  however,  an  independent  water 
supply  from  the  Upper  Greensand.  It  is  very  desirable 
this  supply  should  be  extended  to  the  cottages  on  the 
same  estate,  the  insanitary  state  of  which  has  been  so 
often  reported  to  you.  Pressure  is  now  being  brought  to 
bear,  and  the  reconstruction  of  cesspits  and  closet 
arrangements  is  about  to  be  attended  to  at  last. 

Although  its  filth  cannot  soak  into  the  land,  situated  whitweii. 
upon  the  Gault  as  Whitweii  is,  its  sanitary  condition  has 
altogether  changed  since  it  had  an  independent  water 
supply.  The  water  main  is  continued  to  the  little  hamlet 
of  Nettlecombe  and  is  of  great  benefit  to  that  small  com¬ 
munity.  One  of  the  branches  of  the  Kastern  Yar,  which 
flows  through  the  village,  receives  much  of  the  sewage 
of  Whitweii. 

Southford  is  another  small  hamlet  to  the  north  of  southford. 
Whitweii,  which  is  devoid  of  wholesome  water.  It  seems 
almost  incomprehensible  that  the  abundant  and  constant 
supply  of  Upper  Greensand  water  which  Whitweii  and 
Nettlecombe  possess  should  not  be  taken  to  Southford. 

The  people  would  have  to  pay  nothing  for  the  water  and 
it  would  cost  £60  to  get  it  there.  You  applied  to  the 
Agents  of  the  principal  landlord  to  assist  in  this  work,  but 
as  they  declined  you  let  the  matter  drop.  It  is  your 
duty,  however,  to  supply  Southford  with  wholesome  water. 
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In  its  situation  upon  the  Gault  Niton  resembles  Whit- 
well  and  Wroxall.  A  stream  runs  through  the  village 
and  receives  much  of  its  filth,  but  less  than  formerly, 
hike  other  places  in  your  District,  Niton  has  improved  to 
a  marked  extent.  Its  nuisances  have  been  diminished, 
and  many  of  them  have  disappeared.  Water  is  obtained 
from  surface  wells,  and  from  the  roofs  of  houses  ;  and 
some  of  the  dwellings  are  supplied  independently 
from  the  Upper  Greensand.  Until  you  have  brought 
about  an  independent  water  supply  to  Niton  you  will  not 
have  fulfilled  your  obligations  to  that  village. 

The  sanitary  state  of  Godshill  is  greatly  improved,  but 
it  requires  looking  after.  Some  of  the  old  nuisances  are 
returning,  and  more  particularly  fcecal  matter  is  re¬ 
appearing  in  the  water  course  which  passes  beneath  the 
road  in  the  middle  of  the  village,  and  which  was  formerly 
so  great  a  nuisance.  Some  of  the  old  gutter  nuisances 
are  reviving,  and  one  especially,  on  the  hill  near  the 
Church.  Water  is  obtained  abundantly  from  shallow 
wells,  very  liable  to  contamination,  in  the  Tower  Green¬ 
sand.  All  the  wells  in  Godshill,  many  of  which  have  been 
reconstructed,  should  be  solid  tubes  raised  above  the 
surface,  and  pumps  should  be  affixed. 

So  much  attention  has  not  been  given  to  Newchurch 
lately  as  it  should  have  received.  The  closets  are  nearly 
all  old  midden  privies.  The  water  supply  is  mainly 
obtained  from  two  private  dip- wells  sunk  in  the  Upper 
Greensand.  Unfortunately  the  graveyard  dominates  the 
situation,  and  its  drainage  must  pass  down  through  the 
Upper  Greensand,  on  an  outlier  of  which  Newchurch 
stands,  to  the  Gault  which  holds  up  the  water  which  the 
Greensand  contains.  The  old  village  dip-well,  situated 
close  to  the  churchyard,  you  closed.  It  would  be  satisfac¬ 
tory,  but  expensive,  to  obtain  water  for  Newchurch  from 
the  Ryde  Waterworks  at  Knighton.  The  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  Schools  as  regards  drainage  and  water 
supply  is  unsatisfactory,  and  is  about  to  be  remedied. 

Great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  Arreton,  a 
typical  agricultural  village.  Several  of  the  old  thatched 
stone  cottages  which  had  become  scarcely  fit  for  human 
habitation,  have  been  replaced  by  slated  brick  cottages 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  rooms.  Water  is  obtained  from 
dip-wells  in  the  Tower  Greensand  situated  in  heavily 
manured  gardens.  There  are  two  principal  land  owners 
in  Arreton.  Water  has  been  brought  from  the  “  Malm,” 
a  surface  formation,  to  supply  some  of  the  houses  on 
one  estate.  On  the  other  estate  there  is  a  small  stream 
which  issues  from  the  Upper  Greensand  at  Cherrywood. 
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It  would  have  been  for  the  advantage  of  Arreton  if 
instead  of  going  to  the  “  Malm  ”  for  an  uncertain  supply, 
a  reservoir  had  been  constructed  at  Cherrywood,  and  a 
pipe  led  from  it  to  supply  the  village. 

The  water  supply  of  Blackwater  is  derived  from  the  Biackwater. 
polluted  stream,  from  a  private  well  to  which  several 
villagers  resort  for  drinking  water,  from  unprotected 
polluted  dip-wells,  and  from  a  pipe  near  the  Railway 
Station  which  discharges  the  water  into  the  stream 
brought  in  agricultural  drain  pipes  from  the  high  level 
gravels  on  St.  George’s  Down.  This  would  be  an  excellent 
source  of  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  Blackwater 
district. 

Haven  Street  stands  on  the  Hamstead  Clay.  It  is  to  Haven  street, 
a  great  extent  without  wholesome  water.  That  which 
the  people  use  is  rainwater  badly  stored,  and  water 
obtained  from  a  few  surface  wells.  An  independent 
supply,  sufficient  for  drinking,  at  least,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  gravel-tipped  summit  of  the  hill  on  the  north  of 
the  village.  Several  of  the  old  gutter  nuisances  of 
Haven  Street  have  been  permanently  abated. 

In  the  main,  Haylands  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Hayiands. 
Ryde  Waterworks,  but  several  houses  have  wells  which 
are  insufficiently  protected.  I  have  already  spoken  of 
the  new  sewer,  which  will  ultimately  prove  of  great 
benefit.  It  is  not  being  made  use  of  to  the  extent  it  should 
be,  as  there  is  doubt  about  its  efficient  working,  and 
several  houses  in  School  Dane,  Salter’s  Road,  and  Cole- 
nutt’s  Road  are  not  yet  connected  with  it.  There  are 
other  drainage  defects  in  Haylands.  The  first  cottages 
built  were  drained  by  “  brick-011 -edge  ”  drains  at  their 
backs.  When  a  proper  sewer  was  constructed,  instead 
of  carrying  it  up  the  Upton  Road  and  connecting  the 
cottages  singly  with  it,  the  “  brick-on-edge”  drains  were 
made  to  do  service,  and  were  connected  with  the  sewers. 

They  are  a  source  of  nuisance,  and  should  be  done 
away  with. 

Binstead  is  sewered  and  is  supplied  with  water  from  Binstead. 
Ryde.  The  unprotected  water  supply  of  the  houses  in 
the  Newnham  Road  is  unsatisfactory.  The  water 
should  have  been  brought  in  pipes,  and  each  house 
should  have  had  its  tap  instead  of  the  dip-well  into  and 
out  of  which  the  water  runs.  Pig  nuisances,  which  were 
less  obvious  than  usual  at  the  close  of  the  year,  ought  to 
be  suppressed  at  Binstead  and  elsewhere  in  your  District. 
Complaint  has  been  made  by  the  Corporation  of  Ryde 
that  the  sewage  of  Binstead,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
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discharged  below  low  water  mark,  comes  back  upon 
the  Ryde  foreshore.  You  contend  the  nuisance  is  caused 
by  the  Ryde  sewers.  If  your  sewer  is  not  covered  at  low 
water  is  should  be  lengthened. 

The  irregular  and  insanitary  sewers  of  Fishbourne 
remain  in  the  same  state.  The  water  of  the  public  well, 
which  comes  from  the  Bembridge  Limestone,  is  used  for 
drinking. 

A  sewer  and  an  independent  water  supply  have  com¬ 
pletely  changed  the  sanitary  aspedt  of  Wootton.  Houses 
which  drained  on  to  the  foreshore  and  caused  a  nuisance, 
have  been  connected  with  the  sewer  near  the  outfall.  The 
sewer  has  been  lengthened  to  take  the  drainage  of  some 
cottages.  It  should  be  continued  up  the  hill  to  the  New¬ 
port  Road  for  the  accommodation  of  the  houses  there,  and 
to  provide  for  the  drainage  of  the  houses  to  be  eredted 
upon  the  land  recently  sold  in  building  plots.  This  is 
the  more  necessary  as  the  independent  water  supply 
cannot  be  carried  there,  and  the  leaking  cesspits  are 
already  poisoning  the  subsoil.  The  New  Road  and  Red 
Road  sewers  should  discharge  into  the  main  sewer  and 
not  into  the  water  course  into  which  they  now  empty. 

The  substitution  of  trough  closets  for  the  horribly  in¬ 
sanitary  state  of  things  at  the  Parochial  Schools  has 
removed  a  danger  which  was  constantly  threatening  the 
public  health  of  Wootton. 

The  houses  in  Fairlee  Road  are  supplied  indepen¬ 
dently  with  water  from  the  Newport  Waterworks  at 
Carisbrooke  ;  but  they  are  insufficiently  drained.  The 
road-gutter  nuisance,  if  not  entirely  absent,  has  greatly 
abated. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  Gurnard,  a  small  watering-place 
adjacent  to  West  Cowes  on  the  north  coast  of  the  Island, 
was  fairly  free  from  obvious  nuisances,  but  its  condition 
from  the  sanitary  standpoint  cannot  be  said  to  be  satis¬ 
factory.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  rainwater 
tanks  and  from  wells  sunk  in  the  plateau  gravel,  upon 
which  Gurnard  stands,  and  in  which  the  water  is  kept  up 
by  the  Bembridge  clay  beneath.  Additional  storage  is 
recptired  for  rainwater,  and  the  water  should  be  better 
filtered  before  it  goes  into  the  tanks.  Filters  are  not 
general,  and  those  which  exist  are  not  properly  attended 
to.  Some  of  the  cisterns  are  placed  above  ground,  which 
removes  the  danger  from  soakage,  but  the  water  in  them 
becomes  warm  in  the  Summer.  The  water  runs  out  of 
some  of  the  wells  in  hot  weather  into  the  surrounding 
gravel,  but  at  the  top  of  the  hill  there  are  wells  of 


63 


good  water,  from  which  the  supply  is  never  lost. 

The  water  is  dipped  from  both  wells  and  tanks  for  the 
most  part,  there  being  few  pumps  in  Gurnard.  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  much  sewage  finds  its  way  into  the 
subsoil  from  the  68  cesspools  connected  with  pan 
closets,  all  of  which  leak,  probably,  and  from  the  seven 
midden  privy  vaults.  The  contents  of  the  40  pail  closets 
are  disposed  of  in  the  gardens. 

Tinkers  Tane  depends  for  water  upon  badly  stored  Tinkers  Lane, 
rainwater  supplies  and  a  few  surface  wells,  which,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  are 
quickly  dry  in  hot  weather,  and  the  polluted  stream.  I 
believe  it  was  in  1877  that  you  accepted  a  tender  for 
bringing  water  to  Tinkers  Rane.  The  old  houses  unfit 
for  human  habitation  have  well  nigh  disappeared,  and 
the  gutter  nuisances  are  less  obtrusive  than  they  used  to 
be. 

The  scattered  houses  on  the  Newport  Road  in  the  “Horseshoe” 
neighbourhood  of  the  “Horseshoe”  and  “  Flowerpot ”  District!werpot 
public  houses  are  badly  off  for  water.  At  Furzyhurst  in 
this  district  new  houses  are  being  built,  and  if  this  should 
become  a  residential  neighbourhood  the  question  of 
water  supply  will  be  a  serious  one.  I  have  called  your 
attention  to  the  shallow  well  a  few  steps  from  the  high 
road,  in  a  meadow  opposite  the  entrance  to  Medham  Rane, 
to  which  the  people  resort  for  drinking  water.  It  is  only 
four  or  five  feet  deep,  and  I  have  not  known  it  give  out 
in  dry  seasons.  It  is  now  merely  a  dip  hole,  but  it  was 
formerly  covered,  and  it  had  a  pump,  the  remains  of 
which  still  exist,  This  supply  may  be  made  available, 
and  water  may  be  found  in  the  gravel  on  the  slope  of  the 
hill  to  the  north-west  of  the  “  Horseshoe.” 

The  smoke  nuisance  at  the  Cement  Mills  is  much  less  Medina  cement 
acute  than  formerly,  there  being  no  longer  much  black 
smoke  ;  but  complaints  of  it  are  still  made  from  time  to 
time. 

As  in  other  places  in  y^our  District,  the  sanitary  state  Horsebridge  mil 
of  Horsebridge  Hill  has  become  entirely  changed  by  its  common! 
independent  water  supply.  The  dispute  about  the  rating 
is  unfortunate,  but  one  finds  it  difficult  to  believe  people 
are  willing  to  forego  the  convenience  and  safety  of  a 
constant  water  serviee--as  their  reservoir  contains  storage 
capacity  for  three  days’  supply,  it  is  constant — for  the 
sake  of  a  few  shillings  a  year  however  greatly  they  may 
feel  aggrieved.  Some  means  should  be  sought  for 
affording  the  cottages  at  Noke  the  benefit  of  the  supply. 

If  the  irrigation  channels  are  attended  to  occasionally  the 
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slop  water,  which  was  such  a  continuous  source  of  annoy¬ 
ance  at  Horsebridge  Hill,  should  occasion  no  nuisance, 
for  though  the  subsoil  of  the  meadow  to  which  it  is  led 
is  clay,  it  has  a  fairly  steep  gradient  to  the  east.  Horse- 
bridge  Hill  has  been  increased  by  the  erection  of  a  terrace 
of  houses.  During  the  year  22  houses  were  built  in  the 
parish  of  Northwood,  the  majority  at  Horsebridge  Hill. 
But  for  the  certainty  of  an  independent  water  supply  this 
increase  would  not  have  taken  place. 

Both  the  Barracks  and  Prison  are  supplied  with  Caris- 
brooke  water  by  the  Corporation  of  Newport.  Complaints 
are  from  time  to  time  made  of  nuisances  arising  from 
the  sewage  of  these  establishments.  In  a  former  annual 
report  I  described  fully  the  excellent  arrangements  which 
exist  for  treating  this  sewage  with  lime  and  iron  alumn  ; 
and  if  there  is  a  nuisance  it  must  be  because  these  arrange¬ 
ments  are  not  fully  made  use  of.  Being  Government 
Establishments  they  are  outside  your  jurisdiction,  but 
cases  of  xymotic  disease  are  notified  to  me  by  the  Prison 
officers.  It  is  surprising  to  me  there  is  no  place  of 
isolation  for  such  diseases  at  the  Prison.  You  can 
scarcely  complain  to  the  Authorities  as  you  have  not  as 
yet  such  a  place  for  yourselves,  save  for  paupers. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  hamlets  of  Porchfield  and 
Dock’s  Green  no  longer  drink  from  ditches  and  ponds 
fouled  by  cattle,  as  was  the  case  not  many  years  ago. 
The  rainwater  supply  which  you  compelled  the  owners 
of  the  cottages  to  provide,  when  enteric  fever  and 
diphtheria  killed  the  people,  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
for  the  occupiers  do  not  attend  to  the  filters.  Perhaps 
the  water  diviner  will  encourage  the  Parochial  Committee 
to  recommend  you  to  sink  a  well  or  two.  Years  ago  I 
reported  to  you  thus: — “Your  obligations  at  Porchfield 
and  Lock’s  Green  may  be  best  met,  probably7,  by  sinking 
a  well  to  the  Bembridge  Limestone,  for  the  public  use.” 

The  ancient  borough  of  Newtown,  the  Bishop’s  town  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  now  decayed  to  a  small  hamlet,  must 
have  suffered  for  centuries  from  dearth  of  water,  which 
was  probably  obtained  from  Shalfleet,  which  then  pos¬ 
sessed  a  purer  stream.  The  public  well  you  are  pro¬ 
viding  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  little  community  who 
occupy7  the  place,  and  to  the  agriculturists  in  its  vicinity7. 

There  is  a  stream  at  Shalfleet,  polluted  by  human 
excrement  and  farmyard  sewage,  from  which  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  and  of  the  surrounding 
district  drink.  Water  is  carted  from  it  in  Summer  to 
farms  and  dairies.  An  immense  improvement  has  taken 
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place  in  the  quality  of  the  water  during  recent  years,  as 
the  result  of  your  efforts,  but  one  branch  of  the  stream 
contained  enteric  fever  poison  almost  at  its  source,  not 
only  in  1893  and  1892,  but  in  several  previous  years.  As 
the  scheme  of  bringing  water  from  Calbourne  or  Shal- 
combe  has  been  abandoned,  you  should  have  applied  for 
a  loan  for  the  contributory  place — the  parish  of  Cal¬ 
bourne — which  would  have  enabled  you  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  Calbourne,  Shalfleet,  and  Porchfield,  as  well  as 
Newtown.  As  regards  Shalfleet,  half  the  cost  of  sinking 
a  well  to  the  east  of  the  stream  should  have  been  appor¬ 
tioned  to  the  parish  of  Shalfleet.  After  years  of  delay, 
your  obligations  are  being  met  piecemeal,  in  a  halting 
sort  of  way,  by  means  of  a  parochial  committee  who  go 
outside  for  opinions  and  advice,  which  you  have  possessed 
for  years. 

Calbourne  is  a  place  which  has  benefited  greatly  by  calbourne. 
your  administration  in  recent  years.  Obvious  nuisances 
have  been  permanently  abated,  the  stream  has  been  freed 
from  an  immense  amount  of  pollution,  old  midden 
privies  have  been  reconstructed,  and  the  parochial 
schools  have  been  rendered  sanitary  in  no  half-hearted 
manner.  It  is  to  be  regretted  you  did  not  act  upon  what 
were,  apparently,  your  convictions  in  the  matter  of  water 
supply.  The  money  spent  upon  the  well  would  have 
enabled  you  to  have  done  much  more  in  the  way  of  water 
supply  for  the  inhabitants  of  Calbourne,  and  the  people 
would  have  felt  the  benefit,  which  they  do  not  do  now. 

Some  of  them  use  the  pump  ;  but  the  stream  and  Street’s 
well,  which  was  offered  to  you  free  of  cost,  are  still  their 
principal  resorts.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  those 
who  represent  a  place  must  necessarily  know  its  needs 
best. 

The  little  hamlet,  consisting  of  a  group  of  thatched  Rehouses, 
cottages,  known  as  Fivehouses,  which  is  reached  from  the 
Newport  Road  by  way  of  “  Pump  ”  Fane,  is  supplied  with 
water  from  dip-holes  and  other  puddles.  In  its  histoty 
it  has  probably  never  been  so  badly  off  for  water,  for 
within  the  memory  of  man  there  was  a  well  upon  the 
neighbouring  moor.  The  outcrop  of  the  Bembridge 
Limestone  is  just  north  of  the  place. 

Newbridge  is  built  on  the  slope  of  a  sharp  declivity,  Newbridge, 
half  way  up  which  is  the  outcrop  of  the  Bembridge  Rime- 
stone.  At  the  top  of  the  hill  the  Limestone  is  some 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  below  the  surface,  and  it  supplies 
the  badly  protected  wells  there  with  abundant  water, 
some  of  which  is  led  west  to  supply  Dodpits  House.  At 
the  foot  of  the  hill  water  cannot  be  obtained  by  sinking 
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in  the  clay,  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Newbridge 
drink  from  the  polluted  stream,  the  water  ot  which  is 
very  turbid  after  rain  and  at  other  times,  and  is  particu¬ 
larly  objectionable  in  the  sheep-washing  season,  the 
sheep  being  bathed  with  certain  chemical  preparations 
before  being  dipped.  This  stream,  therefore,  does  not 
provide  the  wholesome  water  which  it  is  your  duty  under 
the  law  to  see  is  provided  within  a  reasonable  distance  to 
every  dwelling  house  in  your  District.  The  only  avail¬ 
able  supply  at  Newbridge  is  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  to 
bring  it  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  houses  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill,  it  must  be  led  there  in  pipes.  You 
have  called  upon  me  to  furnish  you  with  special  reports 
in  the  matter,  and,  not  content  with  this,  you  have  wished 
to  have  my  opinion  supported  or  otherwise  by  the 
Inspector,  and  you  have  called  upon  him  for  reports  also. 
I  suggested  to  }tou  more  than  one  plan,  the  least  expen¬ 
sive  of  which  was  to  sink  a  well  by  the  roadside  and 
affix  a  pump,  and  either  to  syphon  the  water  out  of  the 
well  or  to  pipe  it  directly  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  to  a  stand¬ 
pipe,  and  to  place  one  or  more  standpipes  on  its  course. 
The  Parochial  Committee — which,  so  far  as  I  know, 
does  not  include  any  of  the  people  who  are  without  water 
— have  apparently  had  regard  to  private  interests  rather 
than  to  your  obligations,  and  it  is  evident  they  object  to 
your  proposals  partly  because  the  cost  of  giving  them 
effect  will  have  to  be  provided  out  of  the  rates  of  the 
parish  of  Shalfleet,  as  the  law  directs,  and  partly  because 
the  owners  of  the  wells  at  the  top  of  Newbridge  Hill  fear 
their  supply  will  be  affected.  Instead  of  permitting  the 
subject  to  be  tossed  to  and  fro  between  the  Committee 
and  your  Authority  for  two  3^ears  or  more,  you  should 
have  done  the  work  yourselves.  If  the  present  users  of  the 
water  were  prejudiced  you  would  have  arranged  that  the 
supply  should  be  for  drinking  only.  You  are  now  negoti¬ 
ating  for  the  purchase  of  a  well,  which  would  have  to  be 
reconstructed  probably,  but  which  was  recommended,  to 
you  by  the  Parochial  Committee,  apparently  because  it  is 
removed  somewhat  from  the  other  wells,  and  because  a 
few  feet  less  piping  would  be  required. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  deep  well  at  Ningwood  House,  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  send  for  drinking 
water,  and  which  will  not  be  permanently  available, 
Ningwood  would  depend  entirely  upon  streams,  ponds, 
and  rainwater  for  its  water.  If  the  supply  at  Newbridge 
should  prove  to  be  sufficient  it  may  be  led  from  thence, 
or  from  a  well  sunk  to  the  Bembridge  Dimestone  near  its 
outcrop  directly  south  of  the  village,  or  a  public  well 
may  be  sunk  by  or  near  the  Yarmouth  Road. 
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You  have  done  much  good  work  at  Wellow  and  Thor- 
ley  in  abating  filth  nuisances.  The  public  well  by  the 
roadside  at  Wellow,  which  you  reconstructed,  and  to 
which  you  affixed  a  pump,  is  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
hamlet. 


Wellow  and 
Thorley. 


The  sanitary  state  of  the  old  town  of  Yarmouth  has  Yarmouth, 
greatly  improved  year  by  year.  The  sewer,  which  should 
be  extended  for  new  houses  to  drain  into,  is  not  flushed, 
and  the  water  supply  provided  by  public  and  private 
wells  is  unsatisfactory.  But  the  independent  supply 
from  the  Chalk  at  Freshwater  will  soon  be  available,  and 
it  will  then  be  advisable  to  close  most  of  the  wells. 

As  many  as  23  new  houses  were  built  in  the  parish  of  Freshwater- 
Freshwater  in  1893.  Although  it  has  still  man)?'  blots,  you 
have  accomplished  as  much  in  the  way  of  sanitary  improve¬ 
ment  in  Freshwater  as  in  any  part  of  your  District.  The 
independent  water  supply,  which  should  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  inhabitants,  has  greatly  changed  the  sanitary 
aspeCt  of  the  place.  In  this  and  other  matters  those  who 
are  anxious  for  a  Local  Board  may  have  proved  their 
preparedness  for  separate  government.  By  the  under¬ 
taking  you  have  entered  into  with  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  provide  sewers  and  enforce  the  observance  of 
bye-laws,  you  are  pledged  to  a  vigorous  administration  at 
Freshwater,  and  to  accomplish  this  you  will  require  a 
parochial  committee  such  as  I  have  indicated  already  in 
this  report. 

Several  of  the  houses  referred  to  above  were  built  at  Tot-  Totiand  Bay. 
land  Bay  and  Colwell.  Possessing  an  independent  water 
supply  already,  the  sewer  in  course  of  construction  at 
Totiand  Bay  will  place  it  in  a  sound  sanitary  condition. 

You  have  obtained  power  to  regulate  hackney  carriages 
there,  and  you  should  use  all  urban  powers  necessary 
for  its  benefit. 


Brooke  has  a  very  satisfactory  water  supply  from  the  Brooke,  Huiver 
Upper  Greensand,  and  it  is  probable  it  may  be  extended  Limerstone. 
to  Hulverstone  without  affeCting  it,  especially  if  proper 
precautions  are  taken.  The  Limerstone  supply  from  the 
same  formation  should  be  laid  on  to  the  cottages  as  at 
Brooke. 

The  village  of  Brighstone  lies  between  Hulverstone  Brighstone. 
and  Limerstone.  Much  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  im¬ 
provement  here.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  difficulty  about 
milling  rights  may  not  lead  to  trouble  and  outlay  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  long  contemplated  independent  water 
supply  from  the  head  of  the  stream.  The  place  to  take  the 
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Skorwell. 


Blackgang  and 
Ckale. 


Chillerton  and 
Gatcombe. 


Gunville  and 
Forestside. 


water  from  is,  obviously,  the  Buddie  Hole  ;  and  if  only  by 
way  of  insurance  it  would  appear  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  dictates  of  ordinary  prudence  to  agree  to  pay 
the  trustees  of  the  mill  in  satisfaction  of  their  claim, 
some  small  annual  amount,  such  as  ^3,  or  a  capital  sum 
representing  it. 

The  village  of  Shorwell  could  readily  be  furnished 
with  an  independent  water  supply,  as  the  strongest 
Upper  Greensand  springs  in  the  Island  are  found  here, 
but  are  not  accessible  to  the  inhabitants.  In  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  village  is  a  private  pump  which  raises 
Upper  Greensand  water ;  but  the  stream  is  a  good  deal 
resorted  to. 

The  houses  in  Blackgang  are,  for  the  most  part,  sup¬ 
plied  independently  from  the  Upper  Greensand  Cliff  to 
the  north  of  it.  Their  sewage  helps  to  swell  the  volume 
of  the  well-known  waterfall  of  Blackgang  Chine.  As  it 
reaches  the  shore  it  is  lost  in  the  shingle  on  the  beach. 
Chale  stands  on  the  Gault,  and  is  badly  provided  with 
water.  Chale  Street  could  very  readily  be  supplied  from 
the  head  of  the  rivulet  which  flows  down  the  channel  of 
the  highway  of  Blythe’s  Bane,  the  road  leading  from 
Chale  to  Blackgang.  Chale  Green  could  also  be  supplied 
from  the  Upper  Greensand.  There  is  a  foul  ditch  on  the 
Green  which  is  flushed  clean  when  it  becomes  a  water¬ 
course.  It  should  either  be  kept  so  or  covered  in.  The 
independent  water  supply  from  the  Greensand  to  Bucks 
Farm  should  be  made  available  for  the  cottages  in  the 
neighbourhood.  These  have  not  wholesome  water,  and 
your  obligations  in  the  matter  are  clear. 

Gutter  nuisances  in  Chillerton  and  Gatcombe,  which 
were  formerly  a  prominent  feature,  are  kept  fairly  well 
under  control,  but  they  have  to  be  watched.  Water  is 
abundant,  but  the  “  dip  ’’-wells  are  not  properly  protected. 
The  Upper  Greensand,  in  valleys  of  which  they  stand, 
may  easily  be  made  to  furnish  independent  water  sup¬ 
plies. 

In  a  sanitary  sense  Gunville  has  greatly  improved  not 
only  by  reason  of  its  independent  water  supply,  but  by  the 
abatement  of  its  nuisances  and  especially  by  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  its  closets.  But  gutter  nuisances  still  exist, 
and  the  water-course  in  Gunville  Back  continues  to  be 
the  receptacle  of  the  house  refuse  of  the  cottages  there. 
You  will  have  to  take  over  the  Newport  water  main  or  lay 
one  yourselves,  and  you  will  find  it  necessary  to  make 
use  of  your  statutory  powers  to  compel  owners  to  lay  on 
the  water  to  their  cottages.  New  houses  have  been 
eredled  in  Gunville  during  the  year. 
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The  important  village  of  Carisbrooke,  which,  although  carisbrooke. 
within  a  mile  of  Newport  and  connected  with  it  by 
buildings,  still  maintains  in  large  measure  its  rural 
character,  has  an  imperfedt  system  of  sewers  which  dis¬ 
charge  into  the  stream.  You  have  resolved  to  substitute 
regular  sewers  for  these,  and  you  hope  to  connect  them 
with  those  of  Newport.  This  cannot  be  done  until  the 
outfall  works  of  the  Borough  are  completed.  The  engin¬ 
eer  who  planned  the  Newport  sewers,  and  who  has  also 
surveyed  Carisbrooke  and  Gunville  with  a  view  to  their 
being  sewered,  provided  for  this.  You  appear  to  be  pow¬ 
erless  to  abate  the  remaining  nuisances  of  Carisbrooke 
without  sewers,  or  to  efficiently  protect  the  Newport 
water  supply.  Carisbrooke  is  scavenged  and  cesspits  are 
emptied  both  in  Carisbrooke  and  Gunville.  A  new 
district  is  being  built  upon  at  Alvington.  Filth  nuisances 
are  beginning  to  appear  there.  Most  of  the  houses  and 
many  of  those  of  Carisbrooke  are  supplied  with  water 
from  the  high  level  reservoir  of  the  waterworks. 

Your  District  continues  unprovided  with  bye-laws.  Bye-iaws. 

You  have  made  regulations  for  private  draining.  You  Regulations  for 
resolved  that  these  should  be  printed  and  furnished  by  Pnvate  I)rains- 
the  Inspectors  to  the  owners  and  builders  of  houses  in 
course  of  erection,  but  you  have  not  given  effect  to  your 
resolution.  You  have,  however,  ordered  to  be  supplied 
to  builders  and  others  sheets  of  plates  which  show  how 
house  drainage  should  be  carried  out. 

With  certain  alterations  you  adopted  regulations  for  Regulations  for 
cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milkshops,  which  you  instructed  ^h-iesfand 
me  to  prepare,  and  which  were  printed  in  my  annual  Miikshops. 
report  for  1889.  You  declined  to  make  them  obligatory, 
and  you  desire  them  to  be  regarded  simply  as  sugges¬ 
tions.  As  dairies  are  registered,  their  inspection  is 
facilitated,  and  I  am  free  to  admit  an  enormous  improve¬ 
ment  has  occurred  in  them  in  connection  with  inspection, 
which,  however,  would  not  have  taken  place  had  the 
decision  of  your  Authority  been  made  known.  Sixty- 
eight  dairies  were  inspected  and  re-inspected  last  year  in 
the  West  Medene,  and  fifty-eight  in  the  East  Medene  ; 
and  thirteen  dairies  were  limewashed  after  notice  in  the 
West  Medene,  and  eleven  in  the  East  Medene.  One 
person  in  the  West  Medene  was  found  to  be  selling  milk 
without  being  registered. 

Neither  slaughterhouses  nor  bakehouses  are  registered  Regulations  for 
in  your  District,  and  you  do  not  possess  regulations  knTlakehouS. 
respecting  them.  You  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
your  Committee  appointed  to  consider  my  annual  report 
for  the  year  1890,  that  bakehouses  should  be  registered, 
but  you  have  not  given  effect  to  it  yet. 
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Regulations  of 
Hackney 
Carriages  and 
Bathing 
Machines. 


Notification  and 
Isolation. 


Inspection. 


You  possess  power  to  regulate  hackney  carriages  at 
Totland  Bay,  and  the  Parochial  Committee  were  directed 
to  draft  a  set  of  suitable  regulations.  If  they  have  done 
so  they  have  not  been  submitted  to  you,  and  are  not, 
therefore,  legally  in  force. 

Your  District  is,  fortunately,  protected  by  the  Act  for 
the  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease ;  and  not  only 
does  the  Act  protect  your  District  but  it  enables  you  to 
protect  the  towns  against  infectious  disease.  This  Act 
has  greatly  increased  the  work  of  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  is  the  only  person  who  could  have  any  reason 
to  object  to  it.  It  is  an  exceedingly  popular  provision  in 
your  District  and  throughout  the  couutry,  and  the  Legis¬ 
lature  ought  to  make  it  compulsory  in  the  interests  of  the 
general  well-being.  You  do  not  possess  an  isolation 
hospital,  but  you  are  making  efforts  to  obtain  one  in 
conjunction  with  other  Authorities.  Already  opposition 
to  it  has  appeared.  The  medical  men  of  Ventnor  protest 
that  the  site  chosen  is  too  far  removed  from  that  town. 
It  is  much  farther  removed  from  Newport,  and  three  or 
four  miles  is  not  usually  considered  too  far  off  for  an 
isolation  hospital.  Opposition  has  been  stimulated  in  the 
neighbourhood  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  the  hos¬ 
pital,  one  reason  given  for  the  opposition  being  that  there 
will  be  a  highway  on  two  sides  of  it  and  a  footpath  at  the 
back.  At  the  present  moment  there  are  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  houses  abutting  upon  some  of  the  principal 
highways  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  upon  the  streets  of 
its  towns  ;  and  it  would  be  as  reasonable  for  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  Newport  and  of  Parkhurst  Barracks  and  Prison 
and  of  Horsebridge  Hill  to  object  to  the  pauper  isolation 
hospital  at  the  Workhouse,  in  which  there  were  four 
smallpox  cases  at  one  time  last  year,  as  for  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Hale  Common  district  to  complain  of  the 
proposed  site.  The  people  of  Hale  Common  and  of  the 
villages  of  Arreton  and  Newchurch  have  every  reason 
to  congratulate  themselves  that  the  hospital  will  be  so 
conveniently  placed  for  their  use. 

You  employ  two  Inspectors,  one  for  each  Medene, 
and  their  records  show  the  large  amount  of  work  they  get 
through  in  the  course  of  a  }'ear.  The  senior  Inspector 
holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute  of  Great 
Britain,  and  you  have  called  upon  his  colleague  to  provide 
himself  with  it.  Inspection  work  should  be  more  system¬ 
atically  done  in  your  District.  Inspection  to  be  efficient 
should  be  conducted  from  house  to  house.  Every  house 
in  your  District  should  be  inspected  once  every  year,  and 
some  of  them  many  times  a  year.  Several  houses  found 
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to  be  dangerously  unsanitary  liad  never  been  visited  until 
infectious  disease  occurred  in  them.  When  once  a  matter 
is  reported  it  should  not  be  dropped  until  it  is  completed. 
It  is  a  farce  to  report  a  nuisance  and  leave  it  off  the  books 
before  it  is  abated.  Much  of  the  defect  in  inspection 
work  is  due  to  the  fact  that  you  do  not  possess  bye-laws. 
Individual  nuisances  frequently  occupy  an  amount  of 
time  quite  out  of  proportion  to  their  importance;  and 
serious  sanitary  defects  may  take  as  long  as  six  months 
to  get  remedied.  It  is  necessary  something  should  be 
done  to  obviate  this,  for  every  year  greater  demands  are 
made  upon  your  Inspectors’  time  for  other  than  inspection 
work.  They  are  your  Surveyors  under  the  Act,  and  there 
is  an  advantage  in  this,  for  small  sanitary  improvements 
are  thus  kept  more  under  your  control,  they  appear  less 
formidable  than  when  a  professional  man  is  called  in,  and 
expense  is  minimised.  Bven  when  in  the  end  expert 
assistance  is  engaged,  preliminary  surveys  and  estimates 
may  be  made  by  the  Inspectors,  and  these  absorb  a  very 
large  amount  of  their  time.  It  was  suggested  to  you  to 
provide  them  with  yearly  railway  tickets,  and  this  would 
have  been  a  wise  economy,  but  one  of  the  Railway  Com¬ 
panies  were  not  inclined  to  meet  you  in  the  matter,  and 
you  considered  their  charge  excessive. 


You  would  not  now  be  able  to  contend  with  your  work 
had  you  not  delegated  to  a  Committee  your  routine 
business.  At  the  enquiries  held  by  Committees  of  the 
County  Council,  members  of  your  Authority  criticised 
your  mode  of  procedure.  It  was  said  you  met  as  a  San¬ 
itary  Authority  only  once  a  fortnight  after  your  duties  as 
Guardians  of  the  Poor  were  completed,  and  that  the  time 
of  the  departure  of  trains  regulated  the  amount  of  atten¬ 
tion  you  gave  to  sanitary  business.  Of  course  it  occurred 
to  one  that  it  was  surprising  old  members  of  your  Author¬ 
ity  who  made  these  complaints,  had  not  performed  their 
duties  to  the  public,  for  whose  benefit  alone  they  were 
supposed  to  form  part  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  Administra¬ 
tion  Body,  by  attempting  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in 
your  methods.  Whether  such  criticisms  were  justifiable 
or  not,  it  is  possible  some  changes  would  be  advantageous. 
For  example,  many  questions  which  come  before  you 
would  be  better  considered  in  committee,  and  in  some 
cases  much  time  would  be  saved  and  the  subjects  would 
be  more  thoroughly  understood  if  a  committee  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  consider  important  questions  with  which  you 
have  to  deal,  and  report  to  you  upon  them. 


Procedure. 


This  is  the  last  Annual  Report  of  a  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  you  will  receive.  Before  the  year  closes 
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you  will  have  given  place  to  a  Sanitary  Council  with 
extended  functions  and  larger  powers,  the  personnel  of 
which,  however^  is  not  likely  to  differ  widely  from  that  of 
your  Authority.  You  will  have  ceased  to  exist  as  the 
Isle  of  Wight  Rural  Sanitary  Authority,  but  you  will  have 
left  the  impress  of  your*  administration — less  deep  and 
sharp  than  it  may  have  been,  possibly — in  works  and 
measures  indicated  and  carried  out,  which,  far  into  the 
future,  will  minister  to  the  well-being  and  influence  the 
life  of  the  population  of  this  island.  With  impulses 
strengthened  and  energies  stimulated  b}r  contact  with  a 
popular  suffrage,  the  Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  Coun¬ 
cil  should  carry  forward  your  work  with  quickened  and 
more  vigorous  step,  for  the  care  of  the  health  of  the  people 
is  an  immense  responsibility,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the 
obligations  it  involves  will  require  the  single  minded, 
earnest  devotion  of  the  best  men  this  community  can 
provide. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 


Carisbrookc . 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  GROVES. 
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